Ad Hoc Open Space Committee

Meeting Minutes

September 1, 2009

Members present: Chairman Roy Love, Bruce Lord, Dennis Hameister, John Wainright, Jim Steff, Bob Potter, Dan Bright, Jack Winter, Len Rockey, Suren Rao, Sally Horn and Judy Dranov. Township Manager Amy Farkas and Paul Rittenhouse Sr. were also present.

Chairman Love called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
It was motioned by Mr. Hameister, seconded by Mr. Lord to approve the minutes of the August 3, 2009 meeting. Mr. Lord requested that Staff clarify that Mr. Steff’s comment was captured correctly in the minutes. The motion was approved unanimously.

The first item of business was a discussion of the Committee’s homework assignment. Each Committee member was asked to take photos of what they felt open space was. Ms. Farkas compiled all of the photos received into a powerpoint presentation. Each member than explained why the location was chosen and what open space meant to him/her.
Some of the common themes discussed were: connectivity, viewsheds, community gathering places, trails, greenways and wildlife protection.

Following the presentation, the members of the Committee briefly discussed developing criteria for the acquisition of open space. Mr. Lord presented the group with a list of suggested criteria that he found while doing research on the internet. He also explained the need to finish the Township’s open space plan and how this plan and the criteria relate to the potential acquisition of open space.
Chairman Love suggested that each Committee member review Mr. Lord’s potential criteria and the materials in the resource notebook before the next meeting. He also asked that each member add his/her suggestions to the list. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy Farkas

Recording Secretary

