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Katie Ombalski, ClearWater Conservancy






Don Dorsey, Harvest Fields






Eric Vorwald, CRPA  






Dr. Lewis Jillings, Township C-NET representative

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Warner called the May 9, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:30 PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2011 public hearing and the April 11, 2011 regular meeting.  Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously, with Supervisor Graham abstaining, as he was not in attendance.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2011 meeting.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously, with Vice Chairman Hameister abstaining, as he was not in attendance.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Dan Wise, Central PA Builders Association President, said that a representative from the Builders Association was present at the Board’s December 13, 2010 meeting to discuss adding a line to the Centre Region Building Code permit application requiring the Home Improvement Contractor’s registration number. At that time Ms. Farkas had suggested the Builders Association contact Centre Region Code Director Walt Schneider, and ask to be put on the Public Safety Committee’s January meeting agenda. From there the Public Safety Committee would determine the best course of action for the request.

Mr. Wise said that there has been no movement toward including the Home Improvement Contractor’s registration number on the code permit even after the Public Safety Committee was notified of the request. 

The Board directed Ms. Farkas to inform Chairman Warner as the Harris Township representative to the COG Public Safety Committee, of the Board's support for the request and to copy Code Director Walt Schneider on the communication.

Mr. Wise said that he was concerned about an item on the Public Safety Committee’s next meeting agenda. The Code Office is requesting that the Public Safety Committee discuss and make recommendation to the General Forum regarding the possible attempt to pursue inclusion of the repealed provisions in Act 1 of 2011 regarding sprinkler systems and other safety requirements, through local amendment to the Uniform Construction Code of Pennsylvania. He questioned why such an important item would go to the Public Safety Committee without first coming to the Board for discussion. 

Ms. Farkas said the Public Safety Committee has a representative from each COG municipality and that Chairman Warner is the Township's representative to the committee. She noted that it was her understanding that the Public Safety Committee was discussing the possibility of pursuing an exemption to the sprinkler requirements. She said it was her understanding that this was a fairly lengthy process. She said it is common for items to go through the COG committees to the General Forum and then be referred back to the municipalities for comment. 
Mr. Wise said that would seem that the Board is not familiar with the item on the Public Safety agenda which means that the Township representative is going into that meeting without direction. He said the last time the topic of requiring sprinkler systems, a particularly controversial item, came to the General Forum there wasn’t time to send it back to the municipalities for review before action had to be taken. As the subject is revisited the municipalities should be given able time to review what is being proposed.  

The Board directed Ms. Farkas to inform Chairman Warner, Walt Schneider and Jim Steff of their discussion on the matter of the proposed ordinance to locally adopt residential sprinkler requirements and their concerns about the order by which items are discussed at the regional level. 

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. C-NET REPORT:
C-NET Executive Director Cindy Hahn presented an update on the Township’s sponsored C-NET programming and on the channel’s recent activities.  Ms. Hahn stated that the program funding formula is based on a five year rolling average of usage. She noted that Harris Township’s sponsorship over the past five years has equaled approximately 6.73 percent of the total usage of all C-NET members from 2006 to 2010. 

Ms. Hahn said that all of C-NET’s original programming is available to view online at www.cnet1.org and as of June 2010, meetings are indexed by agenda item so that viewers may navigate programming more easily. 

Vice Chairman Hameister asked for an explanation of the C-NET funding formula. 

Ms. Hahn said that funding is determined by usage. For example if Harris were to sponsor 10 percent of C-NET programs, the dues would be set at 10 percent the following year. The exception is State College Borough who pays a larger amount than their fair share, or an amount larger than their usage, because of the franchise fees that they collect from Comcast and Windstream. Other exceptions to this formula are the Centre Region Council of Governments and the libraries, who do not collect taxes or franchise fees. The C-NET Board has agreed to allow these members to work off of a rate card that is reduced by 40 percent. 

Dr. Lewis Jillings, Harris Township C-NET representative, lauded the quality management and excellence of the C-NET organization. He noted that Bellefonte Borough is once again a member of C-Net. This brings the number of organizations involved in C-NET up to fourteen. Also of interest is C-NET’s development of a public safety information bulletin board which can be used in the case of a local emergency. There are plans to broadcast Centre Region Emergency Management press conferences live or as soon as possible after a press conference would take place. 

Supervisor Graham asked if the C-NET Board voting is weighted. Dr. Jillings said each Board member'2 vote counts equally. 

Supervisor Graham asked how C-NET decides to sponsor things such as the Grange Fair. Ms. Hahn said that the county is a member of C-NET and can sponsor events. The C-NET by-laws states that the organizations should be within Centre County.
Supervisor Graham asked if someone wanted to do a public access program such as a cooking show would they be able to through C-NET. Ms. Hahn said that Centre Country doesn’t have a public access channel, but noted that the cable franchise includes provisions for the addition of such a channel. She said if there is enough support for a third channel, it would have to be requested through the Centre Area Cable Consortium (CACC). 

The Board thanked Ms. Hahn and Dr. Jillings for their reports.  
B. 2011-2012 CATA BUDGET:

Hugh Mose, CATA Executive Director, presented an annual report and brief introduction to the 2011-2012 CATA budget to the Board. He said state and federal funding is not as robust as in the past which has resulted in a small base cash fair increase, a different approach to negotiations with the various apartment complexes, and a request of a 5 percent increase in contributions from the 9 municipalities and Penn State University currently funding CATA. CATA will also be making a few changes to routes and will be eliminating the route to the airport entirely because of minor demand for the service. Service will be restored to Centre Volunteers in Medicine as CATA understands the need for this service and has evaluated what it will take to make the route work.  

Mr. Mose said one area of growth for CATA is the van-pool services. Ridership has increased significantly most likely due to the rise in gas prices. Vice Chairman Hameister asked if the van-pool has issues crossing county lines and interfering with other county transportation services. Mr. Mose said that they haven’t but recently they began talking with a North Central County about a service they are offering and taking note of other services. 

Supervisor Graham said that there is still a great need of van-pool commute from the Penns Valley area. He asked that CATA research the prospect of servicing that area. Mr. Mose said over the next year we hope to advance in developing the institutional underpinnings that would allow us to have some regional commuter bus service, including a route coming into the Centre Region from Penns Valley.   

Supervisor Graham suggested that CATA look at cutting more routes and specifically evaluating the Boalsburg routes. Mr. Mose said that in the next year one Boalsburg evening trip will be eliminated for sure. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked if the ridership on the Boalsburg route had declined. Mr. Mose said that overall the ridership was trending up and seemed to spike with the change in gas prices. However since 2009 there has been a falloff, with a decline around 5 percent this year and a projected decline of 5 percent next year. 

Mr. Mose went on to say that with the new GPS technology CATA employs, they can track when riders get on or off and the information can be sorted by stop or municipality. 

Vice Chairman Hameister asked for an explanation of the Township contribution increase. Mr. Mose said that CATA is asking each municipality for a collective 5 percent increase in local shares. That does not mean 5 percent from each municipality. Due to the vagaries of the Miller Formula, once again this year the shares of individual municipalities rise and fall with changes in the number of miles in each jurisdiction and the productivity of each route. The Harris Township operating share for 2011-12 is projected to increase to $25,269, while its capital share will increase to $3,407. 

Mr. Mose said as part of the budget discussion CATA decided to begin a pilot program for exterior bus advertising. The test will begin with advertising on the rear of the bus to gauge the market, decipher the challenges associated with advertising and to investigate the type of revenue it will generate. The expectation is that the CATA Board will be presented with the findings of the pilot project in time for next year’s budget discussion. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked what the annual income is from internal bus advertising. Mr. Mose said that he believed it to be around $20,000 a year and it is done through a separate marketing firm called On Campus Advertising. CATA has solicited a proposal regarding external bus advertising from On Campus Advertising but have yet to decide if it better to handle the pilot project in-house. The Board agreed that they were in favor of pursuing other means of generating revenue including the proposal of an advertising pilot project.

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked for an explanation on how CATA secures its natural gas contract and if there are any foreseeable changes to the process or pricing in the next year. Mr. Mose said CATA has a contract with a natural gas marketer, a firm that manages all the logistics involved in buying natural gas futures, arranging for the transportation of the purchased fuel and securing an uninterruptable supply. The market is tracked very closely and when the price is right then the gas is purchased. Typically this is done in quarter month increments. Natural gas is still relatively cheap in comparison to other forms of fuel. Recently CATA has been seen as a model in the transportation industry with its use of the natural gas buses. 

Supervisor Graham asked when CATA would be able to respond to his request to reevaluate the Boalsburg routes and propose further cuts. Mr. Mose said CATA is currently finalizing their approach for the fall and they are not in the position to make a change at this point. The CATA Staff will be directed to put Supervisor Graham’s request at the forefront of the next round of evaluations. 

C. HARVEST FIELDS DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL:
Ms. Farkas said the developers of the Harvest Fields site have submitted a Development of Regional Impact application for expansion of the regional growth boundary/sewer service area. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to refer the Harvest Fields Development of Regional Impact application to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

D. BENJAMIN HEIGHTS DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL IMPACT APPLICATION:
Ms. Farkas said the developers of the Benjamin Heights site have submitted a Development of Regional Impact application for expansion of the regional growth boundary/sewer service area. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to refer the Benjamin Heights Development of Regional Impact application to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

E. DRAFT CENTRE REGION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT:
Mr. May said at the April 25, 2011 General Forum, the COG forwarded the draft Centre Region Economic Development Assessment to the municipalities for review and comment. 
Mr. May said this project began in 2009. He said because of the recent dramatic economic changes nationally and locally it seems that the Centre Region should begin to discuss economic development strategies.  He noted that the Region has been fortunate in that the worst of the economic downturn has not been felt here. 
Mr. May said the consultant has helped us to identify barriers to revitalization and redevelopment in the region and the strategies to address them. These include:
1. Utilizing the University Area Joint Authority Beneficial Reuse program: Business clusters have been indentified that can implement the program 

2. Recognizing and managing the Region's changing demographics 

3. Recognizing the need for a COG strategy to better relate to other economic development entities in the region

4. Working with the municipalities to educate officials on economic development issues and training

5. Reviewing regional regulations to see how they can been streamlined or optimized in terms of the economic development process 

6.  Greater involvement in Penn State in terms of technology transfer and commercialization of the research being done

Mr. May said that the study recommends that the above items be tackled in the next three to five years. In the second 3 to 5 year period, the COG is looking to create a comprehensive business creation and retention process and to tackle some of the more complex aspects of business planning and economic development. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked what the response has been from the Chamber of Business & Industry of Centre County (CBICC) and the Centre County Industrial Development Corporation (CCIDC) regarding the economic development study. Mr. May said they have encouraged the COG not to be redundant but instead to partner and utilize the specialists they have on hand. Their hopes are that the business community and government can be more engaged in the process together. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that Jostens, Sierra Nevada and other companies looked at our community for expansion and passed us over. He wondered if anyone followed up with these companies to find out why the chose to locate elsewhere?  He also asked what we can do to attract these reputable and strong companies. Do we need to consider tax breaks to attract these types of business? 

Supervisor Graham asked who should take the lead on making the decisions that will make this area more attractive to business. How can we do this proactively? 

Mr. May said that at this time we are setting up infrastructure and resources to be ready to make those decisions. Once we have these things in place then we can ask what type of businesses this community wants and what concessions they willing to make to attract them here. We have to find out what we can control and what we can not. 

Vice Chairman Hameister asked if the consultant conducting the economic development study referenced the CCIDC’s Business Retention and Expansion Program study. Mr. May said that it had been added to the data collected and will be considered in the future regional economic development discussion. 

Vice Chairman Hameister suggested that Mercuria Global Energy Solution be invited to give a presentation on beneficial reuse as the COG moves forward with the immediate tasks of revitalization and redevelopment. 
The Board thanked Mr. May for his report and asked that Ms. Farkas forward their comments to the COG Executive Director. 
F. RESOLUTION 11-08: DEED OF DEDICATION FOR ADDITIONAL RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG SMITH LANE: 
Ms. Farkas said as a condition of his recently approved subdivision plan, Ed Bickle was required to dedicate additional right-of-way along Smith Lane to the Township. This right-of-way would allow for the road to be widened in the section affected by the subdivision, should the Township deem it would like to do so in the future. Resolution 11-08 approves a deed of dedication which allows for widening the right of way from 16.5 feet from the center line of Smith Lane to 25 feet along lot 4 of the subdivision plan. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve Resolution 11-08, accepting the deed of dedication for additional right-of-way along Smith Lane. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

G. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 294: AMENDING THE TOWNSHIP’S PARK RULES AND REGULATIONS: 

Ms. Farkas said that proposed ordinance 294 amends the Township’s parks regulations to omit the prohibition against carrying firearms into municipal parks and to require a permit to operate a radio controlled, string, remote-controlled or tethered model aircraft. The firearm change is necessary, as state law allows for firearms to be carried onto municipal property. Municipalities are not allowed to enact any ordinances that are stricter that state statue, meaning the Township's current regulation is not legal. 

Supervisor Graham moved to direct Staff to advertize the proposed ordinance for public hearing and adoption on June 13, 2011. Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

H. RESOLUTION 11-09: SEEKING LEGISLATION TO PROHIBIT THE POSSESSION OF FIREARMS IN MUNICIPALLY OWNED PARKS AND BUILDINGS:
Ms. Farkas said State College Borough and Ferguson Township have drafted a resolution that seeks legislation that would prohibit the possession of firearms in municipally owned parks and buildings. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve Resolution 11-09, seeking legislation to prohibit the possession of firearms in municipally owned parks and buildings. The motion died for lack of a second.  

I. ANALYSIS OF BUSINESS NETWORKS IN CENTRE COUNTY:

Ms. Farkas said at the April 25, 2011 General Forum meeting, the COG forwarded a request to fund a study on the analysis of business networks in Centre County to each municipality for review and comment. The COG has been asked to contribute $5,000 to the study. College Township has approved a donation $2,500 from the COG budget. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said the study has been proposed by the Penn State Workforce Education and Development Initiative and the Centre County Industrial Development Corporation. The purpose of the project is to analyze and describe how relationships among organizations and people influence and support business development activities in Centre County. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to allocating $2,500 from the COG budget for the proposed analysis of business networks in Centre County. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

J. REQUEST TO USE THE BOALSBURG FIRE POLICE: 
Ms. Farkas said that Tussey Mountain has requested the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police for traffic control for the Rusted Root concert on June 4, 2011 from 3:00 PM to midnight. 

Vice Chairman Hameister asked the number of concertgoers Tussey expects to attend. Ms. Farkas said that Tussey will limit the ticket sales to between 3,000 and 4,000. Fire police will be stationed at the entrances to all adjacent neighborhoods to prevent concertgoers from parking on neighborhood streets. 

Vice Chairman Hameister asked what was being done to prevent parking along Bear Meadows Road going toward Huntingdon. Ms. Farkas said that State College Police are looking into restricting parking in that area and concertgoers will be prevented from existing in that direction. Vice Chairman Hameister directed Ms. Farkas to consult the DCNR forestry staff on the matter.  

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police as listed above. Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

MANAGERS REPORT:

Ms. Farkas reported that it appears PennDOT may have had a change of heart on the South Atherton Street planting. She and Township Engineer Don Franson will meet with PennDOT District 2 sometime next week to discuss the location of the plantings. 

Ms. Farkas announced that the Township now has a Facebook page and two wikis, one for the draft open space plan and one for the proposed chicken regulations. 

Supervisor Graham asked for an update on the Comcast cable franchise review. Ms. Farkas said the review brought up some additional questions which resulted in a follow-up letter. Comcast has 30 days to respond to this request for additional information. At this point the CACC technical committee hasn’t decided whether there is a basis to reopen the franchise. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked for more information on the emu situation within the Township. Ms. Farkas said the issue is that Ed Agostinelli does not have the acreage to keep emus. When Township Zoning Officer Todd Shea made Mr. Agostinelli aware of this he said that he was going to appeal to the Zoning Hearing Board to make an exception. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2011-4 in the amount of $203,985.25.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: There was no report.

Human Resources Committee:  There was no report.
Finance Committee: Supervisor Graham reported that the next Finance Committee meeting has been postponed to next week. 

Public Service and Environmental Committee: Vice Chairman Hameister reported at the committee’s last meeting a presentation was given on the Purchase and Marketing of Beneficial Reuse Water by Jason Wert of Mercuria Global Energy Solutions. The Committee also heard a report on the Atherton Corridor Project stormwater issues. The committee discussed the cost and other issues associated with the project. The committee also discussed recycling rebates and where the funds would be best used.   
Spring Creek Watershed Commission: Vice Chairman Hameister reported on an environmental forum for County Commissioner candidates.
Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse reported at its last meeting the committee discussed the Economic Development Assessment. The committee also received a request from the Centre Region Bicycle Coalition that the COG apply for Bicycle Friendly Community status on behalf of the Region’s municipalities. 
The committee also scheduled a joint meeting with the Centre Region Planning Commission for June 2nd . 
Public Safety Committee: There was no report. 
Parks Capital Committee: Vice Chairman Hameister asked for an update the RFP for concessions request at Hess Field. Ms. Farkas said she would contact the COG for an update.
Boalsburg Heritage Museum:  Supervisor Graham reported that the museum is featuring a Civil War display including items such as the Keller Family Letters, Dr. Wm Calvin Fisher Sword and Flags of Our Union. 

Supervisor Graham said that he agreed with Mr. Wise’s comments earlier in the meeting regarding the order in which items are reviewed and decisions made by the COG Committees and the General Forum. Are there items that are not making it before us because of an internal problem? Are the committee members doing their jobs? Supervisor Rittenhouse said that some decisions are made too quickly and not enough time is given to discussing them. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Vice Chairman Hameister announced that the Board would hold a brief executive session to discuss a real estate matter. The Board recessed into executive session at 9:10 PM. 

Vice Chairman Hameister reconvened the regular meeting at 9:20 PM. The meeting was adjourned at 9:21 PM.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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