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CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Wilson called the October 11, 2010 Regular Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:32 PM. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Joe Ramsey, a Boy Scout Troop 380 member and Boalsburg resident.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2010 regular meeting. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Barbara Fiscus, Kaywood resident, said on behalf of the residents of Kaywood that she would like to express serious concerns with respect to the listing of a 60 acre lot for sale in the Rockey Ridge development. It was the belief of the Kaywood residents that this lot was intended to be designated as open space within the development. All uses associated with the Agricultural Zoning District would be permitted. She inquired as to if it was the intention of the Board that the open space/rural clustering amendment would allow developers to sell the open space to be used for other purposes. 

Ms. Farkas said that current Township regulation allows for this type of transaction and is not a result of the Open Space/Rural Clustering Amendment. She said that if the developer of Rockey Ridge sells the open space lot, the buyer must abide by the regulations in the rural clustering ordinance which restricts the use of the open space lot. She noted that agricultural uses were allowed per the ordinance.  
Ms. Farkas said that selling that open space could affect the developer’s ability to meet the workforce housing requirements, as she would have effectively designated 50 percent of the tract as open space. Since the open space has to stay as one lot of record, changing the lot size later may not be allowed under the ordinance. 

The Board discussed the permitted uses and workforce housing development possibilities at the Rockey Ridge property. Chairman Wilson asked that Staff research the issue and provide an answer to Mrs. Fiscus' questions at a later date.
Sue Hanna, Kaywood resident, said that she was concerned with the exits in and out of Kaywood and how the Rockey Ridge development will impact them. She said that she believed that most traffic will filter through Kay Street and will cause a safety issue with the traffic flow. Ms. Farkas said that a traffic impact study would be conducted at the time of the next proposed phase of the Rockey Ridge development. If a problem is identified, it will have to be mitigated by the developer.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. DISCUSSION OF 2011 POLICE BUDGET:

Tom King, State College Police Chief, gave an update on the police responses and services

in Harris Township. The Township is under the amount of hours budgeted for police services in 2010. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse discussed speeding concerns on Shingletown Road.  He said he felt that greater speed enforcement should take place in that area. It was noted by Chairman Wilson that the Township had made several requests in the past to have the speed limit lowered on that stretch of road, but PennDOT denied those requests. Chief King said he would review the crashes along Shingletown Road to determine if speed played a factor. 
Supervisor Rittenhouse asked Chief King if he had noticed an increase in crime as a result of the current economic conditions. Chief King said that the Centre Region has been pretty recession proof to a degree. He anticipates a small increase in drugs, retail thefts, and people moving into the area look for ways to support bad habits.

Supervisor Graham asked the nature of thefts recorded in the Township. Chief King said that he didn’t have the information in front of him but that he would pull the data and provide the information to Ms. Farkas. Supervisor Graham asked if there had been an increase of disorderly conduct citations and if events such as People Choice Festival or Memorial Day affect these numbers. Chief King said that most disorderly conduct citations are not event related but are the result of a noise complaint, minor verbal disputes between parties, or instances that become mildly physical. 

Chief King then discussed the 2011 budget. He noted that the hourly rate was increasing from $86.26 to $91.24 per hour. He attributed these increases to a rise in pension and health care costs. He said that the Township is given an hourly rate and is only charged on actual police service hours used. The Township receives a refund for budgeted services that are not used. He noted that the police do not stop responding in the event that the Township has used the hours budgeted. The Township would simply owe for those hours used above and beyond the budget.  Based on use from previous years, he recommends the Township budget 75 hours for police services. 
The Board thanked Chief King for his report. They will discuss the police budget in greater detail during their 2011 budget discussions.
B. BICKLE MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN:

Ms. Farkas said on July 15th, Lockard Survey and Mapping submitted a subdivision plan that proposed the creation if two residential lots from the 221+ acre Leroy and Edward Bickle property. The plan proposed on-site water and sewer services. 

Ms. Farkas said a first review of the plan revealed that the application of the Open Space/ Rural Clustering Ordinance regulations would result in the establishment of the 50 percent open space provision, so a revised plan was submitted on August 23rd that changed the proposal to the creation of one new residential lot. Prior to the September Board meeting, the applicant decide to make changes to the size of the lot and a second revised plan was submitted on the 17th. 

Ms. Farkas said after the reviews were completed and sent to the applicant’s agent, the applicant indicated that the installation of a fire protection water storage tank was not the preferred method of fire protection and that a sprinkler system would be chosen to meet the ordinance requirement. This resulted in a change in the plan notation that could not be completed prior to the meeting. 

Ms. Farkas noted that at the September meeting, the Board approved with conditions the sewage facilities planning module. The applicant has since submitted the corrections and the module is awaiting signatures. 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the Bickle Minor Subdivision contingent upon satisfactory completion of the outstanding comments from the Zoning Officer, dated September 30, 2010; the Senior Planner dated September 28, 2010; and the Township Engineer dated September 27, 2010; the addition of appropriate language to the plan addressing the fire protection method proposed by the applicant; and DEP approval of the sewage facilities planning module. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

C. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 288: CENTRE REGION BUILDING SAFETY AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE:

Chairman Wilson said that Ordinance 288 adopts the Centre Region Building Safety and Property Maintenance Code. The Centre Region Building Safety and Property Maintenance Code was drafted in 2009 by the Centre Region Council of Governments. The Code incorporates the property maintenance code, fire safety code and adds a new section for well and borehole drilling. The Code is intended to be tailored to meet the needs of each municipality in the COG. As such, the Township’s version of the Code will keep existing language for minimum ceiling heights and rental housing permit revocations. The requirement to have a second means of egress on a third story has also been exempted. The fire safety and sidewalk regulations that conflicted with existing Township regulations have also been deleted; owner-occupied single family homes were exempted from several sections of the code.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve Ordinance 288, adopting the Centre Region Building Safety and Property Maintenance Code. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

D. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 290: ESTABLISHING A TOWNSHIP WIDE SNOW EMERGENCY ZONE:
Supervisor Graham moved to adopt Ordinance 290, establishing a Township-wide snow emergency zone. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

E. RESOLUTION 10-18: ADOPTING THE 2010 CENTRE COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN:

Ms. Farkas said that as required by federal regulations, Centre County has prepared a Hazard Mitigation Plan. The plan, which was developed in consultation with representatives from each municipality in the county, identifies the most likely natural and human-caused disasters that each municipality is vulnerable to. Shawn Kauffman, Centre Region Emergency Management Coordinator, represented the COG member municipalities as the plan was developed. 
Supervisor Hameister moved to approve Resolution 10-18, adopting the 2010 Centre County Hazard Mitigation Plan. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.
F. RESOLUTION 10-19: DESIGNATING THE JOHN HESS SOFTBALL FIELD COMPLEX AS PART OF THE HARRIS TOWNSHIP PARKS SYSTEM:

Ms. Farkas said with recent acquisition of the John Hess Field Complex by the Centre Region COG, it is necessary for the Township to officially designate the tract as part of our parks system. This designation means that our parks ordinance applies to this property. It also allows for enforcement at the park under this ordinance. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked how the COG will run Hess Field but somehow the park will be apart of our parks system. Ms. Farkas said Hess Field is owned by Centre Region COG therefore Harris Township is not responsible for scheduling or upkeep. Resolution 10-19 simply states that Harris Township’s Parks Ordinance will govern the use of the park.

Supervisor Rittenhouse expressed concerns regarding Township liability for Hess Field concessions. He asked who would be responsible for a lawsuit, the COG or the Township. Ms. Farkas said that the COG would be responsible in the case of a legal issue but that she would consult with the COG Solicitor and COG Staff concerning the Township's liability and insurance regarding Hess Field. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked if the Hess Field property should be rezoned commercial because of the volume of concession business. Ms. Farkas noted that the property does not fit the legal definition of a commercial entity. She noted that spot zoning is illegal in Pennsylvania and that as the property is not currently adjacent to a commercial zoning district, rezoning it to commercial would be considered a form of spot zoning. 

Supervisor Graham moved to table Resolution 10-19 designating the John Hess Softball Complex as part of the Harris Township parks system until comments from the Board concerning liability are addressed by the Centre Region COG Solicitor. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
G. 2011 EARNED INCOME TAX RULES AND REGULATIONS:

Every year, the Township adopts the Rules and Regulations for Earned Income Tax. There were no changes made to the document from last year. 

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the 2011 Earned Income Tax Rules and Regulations. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
MANAGERS REPORT: 

The Board discussed the 2011 budget. They agreed to hold their budget meetings October 20th, 27th and November 3rd. They also indicated they were not in favor of televising any of the budget meetings on C-Net. Ms. Farkas reminded the Board that the budget will be tentatively adopted on November 8th, with final adoption set for December 13th. 
Supervisor Hameister asked for more details on the Harvest Fields Development Regional of Impact (DRI) process. He asked why the DRI would not be considered by the General Forum until next September, as he thought there were two review periods for DRIs.  Ms. Farkas said there are two review periods, one in February and the second in September. The Harvest Fields DRI would not make this cycle because of reviews and meeting constraints. Staff met with representatives of Harvest Fields to discuss the likely submission of a DRI and the possibility of a formal presentation at the Board’s November meeting. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that the draft economic development study identified the need streamline the development application and approval process. He said that it seems that the sewage capacity is available for developments such as this. He said that he’d like a report from Garry McShea, the Township’s UAJA representative, to better educate the Board on the system's capacity. 

Chairman Wilson said that he had concerns regarding sewage capacity, the growth boundary and regulation of future development. Furthermore, any change to the application process would have to be done on at the COG level. 

Supervisor Graham said at some point the Board will have to change what defines the growth areas and what is protected. He said that according to Cory Miller, UAJA Executive Director, the sewage capacity exists so that can no longer be used as a weapon against development. There has to be a different method to curb growth. 

Ms. Farkas said it may be time to rethink the DRI process. She noted that in the past, requests to expand the sewer service area were considered every 5 years. Now, requests are reviewed through the DRI process. She said Staff isn't entirely sure the DRI process is the appropriate method for considering sewer service expansions, as the timeline is truncated. She suggested a hybrid process that would require the applicant to do the majority of the work, but that would allow for sewer service expansions to be considered every few years. 
Ms. Farkas noted that with the Harvest Fields request, the only way to allow for more discussion at the Township level was to push back its consideration at the regional level to September. She said the process could move along faster should the Board not wish to allow time for Planning Commission discussion. 

Supervisor Graham said that he was uncomfortable making any decisions without first reviewing a DRI. He said that if the Board doesn't allow a developer to move forward with the DRI, the Board won't know what their plan entails. 
The consensus of the Board was to hear the presentation from Harvest Fields at the November meeting and ask any pertinent questions then 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2010-09 totaling $31,334.04. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: Chairman Wilson said that the September General Forum meeting was cancelled. He said the Executive Committee discussed the workforce reduction policy and the proposed R.J. Corman rail line at their last meeting.
Human Resources Committee: Chairman Wilson reported that the Human Resources Committee reviewed a draft of the Workforce Reduction Policy. A few minor revisions were recommended. The COG Solicitor was asked to review the proposed policy. 

Finance Committee: Supervisor Graham reported that the Finance Committee is in the process of developing the 2011 COG budget. The Committee discussed the Parks and Recreation budget, pension and healthcare increases, and the Fund Balance Policy. 

Public Service and Environmental Committee: Supervisor Hameister reported that the Committee discussed the Kissinger Meadows/UAJA Wetlands Project, the Beneficial Reuse Project, the annual review of the Refuse and Recycling Contract and the Centre Region Greenhouse Gas Pilot Project. 

Spring Creek Watershed Commission: There was no report.  

Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse reported details of the on-going the North Atherton Street Signal Coordination Project which has been on the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for several years. The project is currently under way. He said the Transportation and Land Use Committee also reviewed the preliminary recommendations from Centre Regional Economic Development Assessment Study. 

Public Safety Committee: There was no report.  
Parks Capital Committee: Supervisor Hameister asked for an update on Hess Field. Ms. Farkas reported that the public meeting at the Boalsburg Fire Hall was well attended. She said there was support for using the complex for both you and adult softball. She said there was a lot of excitement from those in attendance about the purchase and the future use of the fields. 
Boalsburg Heritage Museum: Supervisor Graham reported that the museum is currently showing a Dolls & Bears exhibit by Sue Spalvins. He said the winter closing date has not been announced. 

ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further items to discuss, Supervisor Hameister moved to adjourn the meeting. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. Chairman Wilson declared the meeting adjourned at 10:02 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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