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CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Wilson called the May 10, 2010 Regular Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:30 PM. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Adam Watkeys, a Boy Scout Troop 380 member and Boalsburg resident. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2010 regular meeting. Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously, with Supervisor Hameister abstaining, as he was not in attendance at the meeting. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

There were none. 

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. C-NET REPORT:

C-NET Executive Director Cindy Hahn presented an update on the Township’s sponsored C-NET programming and on the channel’s recent activities.  Ms. Hahn stated that the program funding formula is based on a five year rolling average of usage. She noted that Harris Township’s usage accounted for 6.53 percent of all C-NET members. 

Supervisor Hameister told Ms. Hahn that he was interested in the viewing audience size and composition. Supervisor Rittenhouse agreed and asked if C-NET had a method to rate the viewership. Ms. Hahn stated that C-NET doesn’t have audience measurement systems such as Nielsen Ratings or any information on how many people are watching and at what times. Their information is simply anecdotal or gathered by surveys of the community conducted every few years

Lewis Jillings, Harris Township C-NET representative, lauded the quality management and excellence of the C-NET organization. He observed a push for emergency notifications and information. He mentioned the convenience of the new the website cnet1.org, with search capabilities, online streaming of programs and archives. 

Supervisor Hameister asked if C-NET received emergency weather alerts. Ms. Hahn said they were not receiving them at this time. She said she would research their ability to receive and broadcast the National Weather Service alerts. 

B. KAYWOOD NORTH PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAN:
Ms. Farkas said that this plan proposes 40 residential lots at the northwest corner of the existing Kaywood development. A concept plan for the project was reviewed by the Board in June 2009. At the time, the Board expressed concern about the traffic the new development would create and asked the developer to complete a traffic impact study. The traffic impact study was reviewed by Rob Watts, the Township Traffic Engineer, and PennDOT.   

Ms. Farkas said that the Board tabled this plan last month, after several traffic-related questions remained unanswered. Specifically, the Board was concerned about the following issues:  


(1) The turning lane at Rockey Lane and Route 45 – As the Board recalls, the traffic impact study indicated that a turning lane at Rockey Lane and Route 45 needed to be installed as part of this project. The improvement is located off-site from the proposed development, meaning the Township cannot legally require the installation of the turning lane as a condition of plan approval (the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code contains language that specifically prohibits a municipality from requiring the installation of an off-site improvement as condition of plan approval).

The cost of the turning lane was estimated to be $200,000 by the Township’s Traffic Engineer. The developers had agreed at the Planning Commission meeting in March to provide $110,000 in escrow to be used toward the improvement, should the Board agree to waive the parkland requirement. The developer was required to either provide 2 acres of parkland or to pay $90,000 fee in lieu of parkland.   

At last month’s meeting, the Board asked Staff to meet with the developer of the Kaywood North project and the adjacent Rockey Farm development to discuss funding for the turning lane. Staff met with the agents for both developments on May 4th. 

During the course of that meeting, the stretch of Route 45 between Estate Drive and Rockey Lane was discussed. With the proposed development of both the Rockey Farm and Kaywood North, this stretch of road will need significant improvements over the next 5 years. It was suggested that a five year plan be developed that will take into account all of the improvements that are needed now and that will be needed later and how to fund them. The plan will be developed jointly by the Township, PennDOT and the developers. The plan will be presented to the Board for approval after it is complete.

After the meeting on May 4th, the developers of Kaywood North indicated they are still willing to contribute $110,000 in escrow toward the turning lane at Rockey Lane, provided the Board waives the parkland requirement and that a payment plan can be worked out. It was suggested by Staff that said payment plan should stipulate that if the property is sold, the escrow money will be paid out of the proceeds from the sale.


(2) Connectivity of Kaywood North to the existing Kaywood Development At last month’s meeting, Chairman Wilson questioned if the plan meets the Township’s subdivision ordinance. Specifically, he questioned if it was legal for the new development to solely tie into Montclair Lane.

The Township Engineer feels the plan meets our ordinances. Though the development does tie into Montclair Lane, it connects to Montclair Lane via three streets: the proposed new road, Andrea Way; the proposed new road, Karla Way, which connects to Kathryn Street; and Karmel Street.

The traffic impact study that was completed for the project studied Montclair Lane and the impact this development would have on it. It did not note a need for any mitigation.



If the Board wishes, it could require that Montclair Lane be studied again after full build out to determine if any traffic mitigation, such as the installation of four way stop signs, are needed. 


(3) Connection to Linden Hall Road – At this time, the connection to Linden Hall Road is not on the table for discussion, as the back piece of property (the farm) is not proposed for development. We do show a future road connection from Kaywood to Linden Hall Road on our Official Map. We will pursue this connection should a plan ever be submitted for the farm.

Mr. Watts followed Ms. Farkas’ introduction with a reiteration of the reasoning behind the proposed three-way partnership between the Township, PennDOT and the developer of the Rockey Farm, and the corridor agreement. He emphasized the benefit of designing one project, rather than tackling separate projects. He then reviewed the proposed work which includes the installation of turning lanes from Estate Drive to Rockey Lane.

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked the distance between Rockey Lane and the proposed Rockey Ridge Road. Mr. Watts said that he estimated a distance of 700-800 feet. Supervisor Hameister asked if the distance between the intersections would cause PennDOT consternation. Mr. Watts said that PennDOT’s concern would be that the distance satisfies the township’s required minimum spacing. 

Jack Winter, Kaywood resident, noted that the three lanes of Route 45 in front of the Liberty Hill development converts to two lanes at the underpass of Route 322 and as it is proposed, will expand back to three lanes again at Indian Hill Road. 

Supervisor Hameister agreed that it didn’t make sense to widen the road to three lanes as required by PennDOT, then at the on ramp revert to two lanes, and back again. The immediate curvature that leads around the island is too abrupt and might lead people to run into the median.  Ms. Farkas said a turning lane at Indian Hill Road is not proposed as part of the work on Route 45. She said it may be addressed in the future.

Supervisor Hameister asked if Mr. Watts could say the number of left turns that take place at Rockey Lane and Indian Hill Road. Mr. Watts said that the number of turns made at Rockey Lane is roughly double the number of turns made at Indian Hill Road. 

Allen Jacobson, Kaywood resident, asked if the cost estimate for the turning lane is $200,000, and the developer contributes $110,000 in lieu of parkland, which the Township cannot require, where is the remaining $90,000 coming from? Ms. Farkas answered that the township would be responsible for the amount. 

Mr. Jacobson asked if any changes would be made at the Montclair Avenue and Kathryn Street intersection. Ms. Farkas said that at this time, the traffic impact study does not show a need for a  four way stop sign at Montclair Avenue and Kathryn Street. She suggested that a traffic impact study could be done when Kaywood North is built out to see if the intersection meets the state requirements for a 4-way stop. She explained that a four way stop sign cannot be legally installed when the state’s guidelines are not met.

Linda Oishi, Kaywood resident, asked what affect these changes, if any, would have on the speed limit on Route 45 near Kaywood. Mr. Watts said that the speed limit will probably stay the same with these proposed changes. He briefly explained the process involved in changing a speed limit on a state roadway. 
Barb Fiscus said that she didn’t feel that currently the roads in Kaywood are in good condition and asked what could be done about further deterioration caused by construction traffic. Ms. Farkas said that the roads in Kaywood presently do not have a weight limit, meaning there is no road bonding requirement. She said that the Township could ask the developer of Kaywood North to post a road bond at the start of construction as a condition of plan approval. This bond would cover the cost of any repairs that may be needed as a result of hauling construction materials on the roads

Supervisor Rittenhouse suggested that the developer construct a temporary construction road near Linden Hall Road. Ms. Farkas said that she didn’t think that was feasible as that piece of property is an active farm.

Barbara Hubbard, Linden Hall Road resident, expressed concern about the deadline for plan approval and asked that the Board make their recommendations before the time was up. She also noted the timeframe of the proposed phase three as 2018 which would be a long time for a temporary road from Linden Hall Road to be in service. She said that Linden Hall Road isn’t in the best of shape to run construction vehicles over it. 

Chairman Wilson said that the Board needed to decide if they liked the 5 year, three-way deal proposal. 

Supervisor Graham said that it he was disappointed by the options on the table. He said that the meeting that took place last week between the Township and the developers was pointless. He was expecting the developers to come up with a plan to pay for the improvements. He asked what the resulting benefit was for the Township. Ms. Farkas said that the benefit was the Township gets money toward a PennDOT-required project, that will have to be completed whether the Township receives funding from the developer or not.

Supervisor Hameister suggested the Township split the $110,000 between the required turning lane project and the Parks and Rec Committee.

Chairman Wilson asked for consensus from the Board on the proposed five year plan. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that the turning lane and the safety of the motorists are more important than the park at this point. Vice Chairman Warner said that he agreed after thoughtfully considering the options. He said the Township doesn’t have a choice but to meet the requirements set by PennDOT. He felt the money coming from the Kaywood North developer is the best deal the Township could hope for. 

Mr. Shea suggested that the Board should require the developer to post a bond to cover the affected streets in Kaywood during construction in an amount satisfactory to the Township Engineer.  If the developer chose not to bond every road, then the developer could choose a specific set of roads the construction vehicles would be relegated to and post a bond approved by the Township Engineer for just those roads.

Ms. Farkas asked if the Board would like to ask the developer to post a bond for the roads should they be damaged because of construction. The Board agreed by consensus that this was a good idea. They also asked that the developer work with the Township Engineer to designate one construction route through Kaywood.

Vice Chairman Warner moved to approve the Kaywood North Preliminary Subdivision Plan contingent upon the satisfactory competition of the review comments from the Zoning Officer dated March 10, 2010, the Township Engineer dated March 8, 2010, and the Senior Planner dated March 11, 2010; to waive Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 12, the “Parkland Dedication and Fee In Lieu Of Regulations” and accept a contribution of $110,000 in an escrow account for the construction of a turning lane at Rockey Lane and Route 45. The developer and the Township shall enter into an agreement that stipulates the terms of this contribution. The developer shall also be required to post a road bond, in an amount determined by Township Engineer, on roads designated as a construction route by the developer and agreed to by the Township Engineer. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4-1, with Supervisor Graham voting against. 

C. RITTENHOUSE 3-LOT FINAL SUBDIVISION PLAN:
Supervisor Rittenhouse recused himself from discussion on this matter.

Mr. Shea noted that Staff received the final version of the above referenced plan that was approved in preliminary form at the March meeting. Staff has completed a review, copies of which are included with the agenda. Mr. Shea said that there are a few minor outstanding items that can easily be addressed. 

Supervisor Graham referenced the Township Engineer’s review comment concerning the method of electric service to the property. Mr. Shea said that this is something that the developer has to arrange on his own. 

Supervisor Graham move to approve the Rittenhouse 3-Lot Final Subdivision Plan contingent upon satisfactory completion of the outstanding review comments of the Zoning Officer, Township Engineer and the Senior Planner. Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

D. 2010-2011 CATA BUDGET: 
Ms. Farkas stated that at the April 26, 2010 General Forum meeting, the 2010-2011 CATA budget was referred to each municipality for review and comment. Harris Township’s operating share is projected to increase to $22,439, while its capital share will increase to $3,177. 

Hugh Mose, CATA General Manager, gave a brief report on the health and status of the CATA organization. He mentioned the increase in pool groups as part of the CATA Commute Program. He said that CATA is requesting the same amount of funding from the Township as in the past. CATA is working to build reserves so any additional funding will go toward future projects, bus maintenance and storage. 

Mr. Mose also mentioned the closing of the Bank America Call Center in Cato Park and how this will affect municipal shares. 

Supervisor Hameister asked what cost savings methods CATA is undertaking to keep increases in municipal contributions to a minimum each year. Mr. Mose said that the increase in the funding request was actually not related to cuts in other areas but an attempt to gather reserves. He said that the organization is generally very conservative in their spending. One new cost cutting method of changing ridership by increasing the frequency of bus trips; instead of two buses stopping in a high ridership area at one time, a bus will come every 10 minutes. 

Richard Kipp, CATA Treasurer, in reference to cost cutting, mentioned the bus rebuild program that will guarantee 20 or more years of service on the rebuilt buses. 

Supervisor Graham asked about what seemed to be a breakdown of the Miller formula when Halfmoon Township became apart of the program. He noted that Harris Township’s contribution went up, not down as he expected.
Mr. Mose confirmed that the Harris Township share went up even though a new player had entered the game. He said that every time that CATA is able to expand services to one of the municipalities or extend service to one of the outlying municipalities, the burden on the five members should go down by a corresponding amount. When CATA extends service to municipalities that aren’t members their local share contribution is calculated based on the number of miles operated outside of the member municipalities and the productivity of that service. The member municipalities end up paying for pieces of all the other routes that are considered to have a regional component. He said that he did not have a solution for that anomaly. 

Supervisor Hameister asked how long a non-member can maintain that status before they are asked to become a member. He noted that at this time there are four non-member municipalities -Bellefonte Borough, Benner, Spring and Halfmoon Townships - benefiting from the service. He asked if these municipalities had been asked at budget time to commit to more than the $15,000. 

Mr. Moses said that he was unaware of that subject being broached with the non-member municipalities. He said the services are arranged through a contract and he didn’t believe that they’d been asked to become members. He said the five member authority and the CATA Board should explore the option of recruiting these other municipalities especially if the services are going to continue to expand. 

Ms. Farkas said that she would send the Boards comments on the CATA report to the Finance Committee. 

E. DISCUSSION OF FUNDING FOR REGIONAL PARKS AND THE HESS FIELD:

Ms. Farkas reported that at the April 26th General Forum meeting, the proposed articles of agreements for Hess Field and the funding proposal for the regional parks were forward to the participating municipalities for review and comment. 

The funding proposal was approved by the Parks Capital Committee with a 3-2 vote, with the representatives from College and Ferguson Townships voting against the measure as they felt a higher amount should be funded over a longer period of time. The proposal calls for the following:

· A total municipal contribution of $8 to $10 million, including the available balance in the Regional Parks Fund which is projected to be $1.7 million at the end of 2010

· A borrowing period (either bond or loan) of 20-25 years

· Total municipal contributions will not exceed $735,000 per year.

· Financing is to be shared among the five municipalities using the Modified COG formula rate for 2011 and then adjusted on a five year basis starting from the year the first loan repayment is made

· The financing is to be sought with the expectation of a 3 to 4 year construction period to allow the participating municipalities to increase their municipal contributions from the 2010 amount to the amount needed to fully pay the borrowed amount 

· Hess Field be acquired as the third regional park. A master site plan should be developed for the field

· The entire package has to move forward as one.

The Board asked for more details as to why College and Ferguson Townships voted against the measure. Ms. Farkas indicated that both municipalities supported borrowing a larger amount of money. 
Supervisor Rittenhouse asked which of the three parks would be the first to be developed or go through renovations – Oak Hall, Whitehall Road or Hess Field.  Mr. Klees said that Hess Field would be the first to be renovated so that a playing season wouldn’t be lost. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked if it’s expected then that Hess Field will generate income immediately. Ron Woodhead, Centre Region Parks and Recreation Director, said that he’s not sure about the income because the master site plan has not been completed. The master site plan is required by the articles of agreement for the regional parks program. 

Supervisor Hameister asked where the revenue that is generated now at Hess Field goes. Mr. Woodhead answered that the revenue goes to the State College Area Softball Association, as they operate the field. 

Ms. Farkas said that Ferguson Township has indicated that a comprehensive funding plan will have to be in place before they’ll agree to acquire Hess Field. She said this could delay or jeopardize the purchase of Hess Field, as the family that owns the field set a September 1st deadline for closing. 
Mr. Klees said that the amount municipalities contribute into the Regional Parks Fund and the amount that the municipalities can borrow is two separate things. He said there is money already set aside with the intent to develop Oak Hall Park and Whitehall Park. Everyone agrees that Hess Field should be acquired and they understand that there will have to be some compromises on the issue. Because the acquisition, master site plan approval and funding have to be done unanimously, a well crafted motion that lays out a series of steps to be completed over a period time should be able to satisfy all of the municipalities and their requirements. He said the Parks Capital Committee still has to come up with a number that everyone feels is agreeable to pay for the three parks. He thinks there is enough time to come up with the payment package. 

Supervisor Hameister asked why the COG couldn’t just buy the field out right with the money from the Regional Parks Fund before the September deadline. Mr. Woodhead said that it would be possible but we’d have to develop it right away or at least make minimum safety upgrades in order to allow people to use the park. 

Ms. Farkas suggested meeting the family’s deadline and then agreeing to come up with a funding plan by the end of the year to satisfy the other municipalities. 

Mr. Klees said that the sales agreement has already been drafted to allow for the purchase of the land by September 1st but the municipalities need to come together on the rest of the package. He said that State College Borough has asked for a more protracted discussion at the General Forum, but it would seem that everyone has had a chance to share their perspective in the many meetings that have already been held. Mr. Klees said the question to the Board is what amount is Harris Township comfortable borrowing. 

Mr. Woodhead said that he didn’t want to promise or suggest a community fundraiser to cover these costs. He said Centre Region Parks & Recreation doesn’t have the staff to manage a communitywide private and corporate donation campaign. 

Supervisor Graham discussed the other outstanding financial commitments that the Township has currently. Ms. Farkas noted that any borrowing at the regional level would affect the Township’s future borrowing capacity. A discussion of how the borrowing would affect the Township’s share to the Regional Parks Fund ensued.

Supervisor Graham stated his opinion that the State College Area Softball Association should continue to run Hess Field after it is acquired by the COG.  Mr. Woodhead said that he believes a partnership could be developed, as the Centre Region doesn’t want to be the sole managers of the fields. He said this issue will be discussed during the master site plan process. 

Ms. Farkas said that she would relay the following three comments to the Centre Region:

· The Board feels that Hess Field should be acquired using the existing funds in the Regional Parks Fund. They also feel that the property should be closed on by September 1st, in accordance with the sales agreement and the family’s wishes.

· The Board feels that the acquisition of Hess Field should not be tied to the 
approval of a funding package for the regional parks. They felt it was important to secure ownership of Hess Field first, as was done with the 
other two regional parks. Funding discussions can continue concurrently with the acquisition, but should not hold up the purchase.

· The Board feels that a cap of $10 million should be placed on the borrowing, with the understanding that the remaining funds in the Regional Parks Fund should also be used for the development of the regional parks. 

· The Board feels that as the master site plan for Hess Field is developed, the relationship with the State College Area Softball Association should be continued.

F. RESOLUTION 10-06: NAMING OF PARK AT LIBERTY HILL:

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee is in the process of developing plans for the park at Liberty Hill. The first step in that process is selecting a name. The Committee recommends that the park be named “Harpster Park,” in honor of Russell and Edna Harpster, who once owned the farm the development now sits on. 

Supervisor Graham moved to approve Resolution 10-06, naming the park at Liberty Hill, “Harpster Park.” Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

G. COOPERATIVE PURCHASE OF ELECTRICITY:

Ms. Farkas informed the Board that she participated in informational sessions on the possible cooperative purchase of electricity earlier this spring with other managers, school district business administrators and representatives from the local sewer and water authorities. As the Board is aware, the rate copes on electricity will expire at the end of 2010, meaning the Township could see a significant increase in its electricity costs. By using a broker to shop for electricity service, the Township may be able to save significant money by purchasing power at lower rates than what Allegheny Power will be selling it for in 2011. 

During these sessions, it was learned that street lights are not subject to the rate cap expiration, meaning they are not eligible for a bulk purchase. The Township will only be shopping for a provider for the electricity to our building, the maintenance garage and the four traffic signals.  

Supervisor Graham asked what would happen to the metered traffic signals. Ms. Farkas said that most of the lights are not metered and promised to examine the bills to verify that they are not. Most street lights are under a different tariff and their rate cap does not change.

Ms. Farkas went on to say it was the consensus of the group that participated in the information sessions that Premier Power Solutions offered the best opportunity for each entity to realize costs savings on their electric bills. Premier Power Solutions indicated they would group watch entity with like-sized groups, meaning the Township would be grouped with other small users. The fee charged by Premier Power Solutions is also paid by the winning electricity provider, not the Township. 

Though the group all agreed on the same broker, we will move forward individually. This means that the Township could choose to enter into a contract with Premier Power Solutions, regardless of what our neighboring municipalities, school districts and the COG choose to do. The Township can also continue to stay with Allegheny Power in 2011.

Each entity was advised that the sooner contacts are secured, the better, in terms of pricing. 

If the Board chooses to move forward with Premier Power Solutions, Staff should be directed to begin the process to execute a contract with the company. The contract does not financially commit the Township in any way. Instead the following will occur: 

· Historical usage data from Allegheny Power will be gathered and analyzed. 

· Pricing options will be prepared and presented to the Township for action.

Supervisor Graham asked why the entire Township wasn’t going in on this together. He recalled from the General Forum meeting and the presentation by Premier Power Company that it was feasible. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that he’d had experience with electricity cooperatives in the past as a businessman and restaurant franchise owner. 

Supervisor Hameister asked if the residents would have to buy in to or out of the program. Chairman Wilson said that the state of Ohio passed a bill that would cause residents to have to opt out of a cooperative with their local municipality but that Pennsylvania has no such legislation. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked how long the contract would be for. Ms. Farkas said that it was a contract for 1 to 2 years. Vice Chairman Warner said that he thought the timeframe was around 15 months.

Ms. Farkas said that she would contact Premier Power Company to find out if the entire township could form a cooperative to receive a discount on electricity. The rate cap change will not be affecting the distribution aspect of electricity. She believes that Allegheny Power would prefer to continue the distribution of power and contract out for the generation side of the business. 

H. RESOLUTION 10-07: AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A VEGETATION MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT WITH PENNDOT FOR THE MACKEY RUN PROJECT:

Chairman Wilson said that as part of the Mackey Run bridge replacement project, the Township has agreed to maintain the 7 trees and 6 shrubs that will be installed after the new bridge is built. The plantings will be purchased and installed by the state, with the Township assuming responsibility for the long term pruning, trimming and replacement. The Shade Tree Commission selected the species of tress and shrubs and does not anticipate that maintaining these plants will create a financial hardship for the Township. 

Vice Chairman Warner moved to approve Resolution 10-07, authorizing the execution of a vegetation management agreement with PennDOT for the Mackey Run project. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

I. REQUEST FROM BOALSBURG FIRE COMPANY TO RESTRICT PARKING ON ONE SIDE OF PINE STREET DURING THE CARNIVAL:

Chairman Wilson said that the Boalsburg Fire Company is requesting the posting of no parking signs on the south side of East Pine Street from Academy Street to Boal Avenue nightly during their carnival (May 27th-29th). He said that each year the fire company has trouble with people parking on both sides of East Pine Street, making it difficult to get emergency vehicles through. 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the posting of temporary no parking signs on the south side of East Pine Street from Academy Street to Boal Avenue nightly during the carnival, May 27th-29th. Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

MANAGERS REPORT:

Ms. Farkas presented her written report. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Vice Chairman Warner move to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2010-04 totaling $63,114.06. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: Chairman Wilson reported that at the Executive Committee meeting the agenda was planned for the next General Forum meeting. 

Human Resources Committee: Chairman Wilson reported a change of meeting dates for the Human Resources Committee. 

Finance Committee: Supervisor Graham reported that the Finance Committee will meet tomorrow to review the comments from the municipalities on the CATA budget. They’ll also begin the 2011 COG program plan. The COG Finance Director has created a laundry list of tasks to hopefully complete before she leaves. 

Public Service and Environmental Committee: Supervisor Hameister reported that State College Borough Public Works official Ed Holmes gave an update on their food waste composting pilot program. 

Spring Creek Watershed Commission: No report. 

Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse reported that the last meeting was postponed to convene a joint meeting with the Centre Regional Planning Commission. A letter was drafted to legislators to encourage them to find funding for transportation projects impacted by the state budget shortfall and admonish them about the danger of ignoring the transportation infrastructure. Also discussed was the notice PSATS sent out informing it’s members of Governor Rendell’s special legislative session on transportation funding. Supervisor Rittenhouse said that the consensus was that the tolling of Interstate 80 should be revisited. 

Public Safety Committee: Vice Chairman Warner said that representatives from local emergency medical services attended the last Public Safety meeting to give a report on local safety issues. He also said that a study is being done by the COG to determine what effect large community events have on emergency services in the Centre Region. 
Parks Capital Committee: Vice Chairman Warner announced that he had nothing further to report concerning the Parks Capital Committee after the discussion that took place earlier in the meeting. 

Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan: No report. 

Boalsburg Heritage Museum:  Supervisor Graham reported that the museum opened in April with a Ukrainian painted egg display. He said that there was more information on the museum’s displays and schedules in the The Banner.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

The Board convened an executive session to discuss a real estate matter.

ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further items to discuss, Supervisor Warner moved to adjourn the meeting. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. Chairman Wilson declared the meeting adjourned at 10:55 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary

Harris Township Board of Supervisors
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