HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting Minutes

March 8, 2010

Board Members in Attendance:
Nigel Wilson

Charles Graham 

Dennis Hameister

Paul M. Rittenhouse, Sr.

Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager

Todd Shea, Zoning/Ord. Enforcement Officer






Courtney Pelchar, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

Fred DiMuccio, resident 

Chris Dry, Chief Boalsburg Fire Company 

Marlin Neff, Boalsburg Fire Company 
Chuck Walls, Buchart-Horn, Inc.

David Butterworth, PRO-AM Cycling Events

William Barnes, Elksview resident 

Joseph Zaffuto, State College Police Traffic Unit 
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Wilson called the March 8, 2010 Regular Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:30 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2010 regular meeting. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

There were none. 

 TOWNSHIP BUSINESS: 
A. UPDATE ON BOALSBURG FIRE COMPANY’S 2009 ACTIVITIES:
Chris Dry, Boalsburg Fire Chief, presented the Board with an update on the Fire Company’s 2009 activities. He noted that the Fire Company responded to 189 calls in Harris Township and in the portion of College Township the Fire Company covers. A new fire engine was purchased and put into action. The Fire Company has complied with the National Fire Protection Association requirement for emergency response of 15 people on site within 15 minutes of the call. 

Supervisor Hameister asked about progress on implementing the recommendations contained in the 2005 regional fire study. Chief Dry said that work continues on the recommendations. He indicated he would like to meet with the Board and Township Staff to discuss progress to date on the recommendations. 
B. DISCUSSION OF BOALSBURG TRAFFIC ON ROUTE 322:
Ms. Farkas said that William Barnes, a resident of Elksview, recently contacted the Board to express concerns about the truck traffic along Route 322. Specifically, he is concerned about the use of “jake brakes” and the noise these devices produce. He has requested that an ordinance be enacted that would prohibit the use of “jake brakes” in the Township. 
Joseph Zaffuto, State College Police Traffic Unit, said that if the Board were to enact and enforce an ordinance, approval would be needed from PennDOT and the Pennsylvania Motor Carrier Unit. Because of the danger to motorists, PennDOT only allows these devices to be restricted on roads with a 4 percent grade or less. PennDOT views this as a safety issue as the device is made to assist the truck in avoiding a possible crash. He went on to say that he wasn’t sure that the noise could be regulated with a sign like speed limits are. Chairman Wilson asked if the police could issue citations if they simply hear the sound of the brake. Mr. Zaffuto said that he was not sure if PennDOT would require a sound meter reading to enforce effectively. 

Chairman Wilson suggested having the speed limit lowered to reduce the need for the brake. Supervisor Graham noted that the Board had attempted to have the speed reduced by PennDot many times without success. 

William Barnes, Elksview resident, expressed his concerns with the “jake brakes” and asked the Board to pursue signage to mitigate the noise.   

The Board discussed the difficulty of enforcement and decided that a sign would be best to discourage motorists from use of the brake on that particular section of the roadway. The Board asked Ms.. Farkas to send a letter to PennDOT’s District 2-0 office, requesting permission to place a sign prohibiting the use of “jake brakes.” 

C. RITTENHOUSE PRELIMINARY THREE LOT SUBDIVISION PLAN:
Supervisor Rittenhouse recused himself from discussion on this item. 
Mr. Shea noted that in 2005, Paul Rittenhouse, Sr. proposed the subdivision of his 12.6 acre lot and the Planning Commission reviewed a plan that summer. The plan was tabled because access to the lots being proposed was an issue with the cul-de-sac street length regulation. More recently, the cul-de-sac has been extended to become a loop road from Mountain Road to Shingletown Road, removing the major issue. Staff received a revised plan for this project on January 15th. 
Supervisor Hameister asked if Township should consider obtaining an easement under Misty Hill Drive for future sewer access in the event the road becomes a Township street.

Mr. Shea said he didn’t think an easement would be necessary.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the Rittenhouse Resubdivision of Lot 2 Preliminary Subdivision Plan contingent upon satisfactory completion of review comments from the Zoning Officer dated March 2, 2010, the Township Engineer dated March 2, 2010 and the Senior Planner dated February 26, 2010. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously, with Supervisor Rittenhouse abstaining. 

D. DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED MULTI-MUNICIPAL LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS:
Ms. Farkas stated that Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) is in the process of updating the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The LRTP contains a list of proposed transportation improvement projects for the next 30 years. 

Ms. Farkas said the municipalities in Centre County were asked to submit proposed projects in the fall. Under the CCMPO’s guidelines, proposed multi municipal projects are to be reviewed by all affected municipalities. If all affected municipalities are in support of the project, it will be ranked. If the support is not unanimous, a two-thirds majority of the MPO members present is required to consider the project.

Ms. Farkas noted that when projects are considered for ranking, cost estimates are not considered. After a ranking is established, policy decisions are made as to the financial feasibility of a project. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse, as the Board’s representative to the MPO, expressed his concern over the cost of the proposed projects. He felt that many of the projects were important but not within the MPO’s budget. He also felt that a long term solution to SR 322 is needed, rather than just piece meal projects. 
Ms. Farkas said that any costs noted in the proposals are rough estimates. She mentioned that some of the projects also carry indirect costs to residents, including the reblazing of SR 26. 

The Board discussed each proposed project. Supervisor Graham suggested that a few of the issues on SR 322 could be improved with street lights, turning lanes or the closing of certain access roads. 

In discussing the projects and assigning a ranking to them, the Board noted the need to address the larger safety issues along the Route 322 corridor. The Board offered the following ranking of the proposed projects to be communicated to the CCMPO.  


(1) SR 322 – Improve Profile at Crest Vertical Curve at Segment 620


(2) SR 322 – Street Lighting at SAG Curves 


(3) SR 322 – Ditch Safety Improvements at Segment 640


(4) Engineering Study to Reblaze SR 26


(5) SR 322/144/45 South Central Transportation Study


(6) Harris Township to Centre Hall Pedestrian/Bike Trail

E. RESOLUTION 10-04: AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT TO INSTALL AND OPERATE FLASHING WARNING DEVICES ON ROCK HILL ROAD:
Ms. Farkas informed the Board that as a part of the Mackey Run bridge replacement project, PennDOT and its design engineer, Stahl Sheaffer, worked cooperatively with the residents of Linden Hall to identify traffic calming devices to be used in the project area. The residents were very concerned that a wider bridge would result in more speeding through the village. 

Ms. Farkas said that one of the ideas suggested was the installation of two speed display signs. PennDOT agreed to allow the installation of such signs even though they typically are not allowed on state roads. Also, the cost of the speed display sign and their installation will be paid for through the Mackey Run project. The Township will own the signs once they are installed and will be responsible for maintenance of them. 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve Resolution 10-04 authorizing an application for a permit to install and operate flashing warning devices on Rock Hill Road. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
F. USE OF BRUSH VALLEY ROAD FOR NITTANY ROAD RACE:
Ms. Farkas said that Pro-Am Cycling Events and the Norstar Foundation are organizing a bicycle race in and around State College on June 2nd through June 5th. A portion of this race is proposed for the Linden Loop - Brush Valley, Rock Hill and Linden Hall Roads - and will be held on June 3rd from 8:30 AM to approximately 2:30 PM. She said the organizers are requesting the use of the Township-owned section of Brush Valley Road.The road will remain open during the event, though traffic will be stopped while riders pass through intersections. 

Ms. Farkas noted that the organizers had arranged traffic control services through State College Police and that the State College Area School District’s Director of Transportation had been contacted to discuss bus schedules. 

Supervisor Hameister noted that as preparation for a previous cycling event organizers went door to door to inform each resident. He asked that the PRO-AM events organizer contact Len Rocky and Ron Kriedler from the Linden Hall Village Association to discuss the event and to act as liaisons between the residents and the organizer. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked about the insurance coverage for this type of event. David Butterworth, PRO-AM Cycling Events Coordinator, said that PRO-AM carries event and rider insurance through USA Cycling. Ms. Farkas added that a certificate of insurance is required to be submitted as part of the special event registration for the event. 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the use of Brush Valley Road on June 3rd from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM for the Nittany Road Race. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
G. APPOINTMENTS TO CENTRE REGION BUILDING AND HOUSING BOARD OF APPEALS: 

Ms. Farkas said that at the February General Forum meeting, the following were recommend for appointments to the Building and Housing Board of Appeals for a three year term commencing February 28, 2010: Core Board – John Deffenbaugh and Edward Olsen; Property Maintenance Board –Heidi Nicholas.    

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to appoint the individuals listed above to the Centre Region Building and Housing Board of Appeals for a three year term commencing February 28, 2010. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
H. BOALSBURG FIRE COMPANY REQUEST TO USE FIRE POLICE:

Ms. Farkas stated that the Boalsburg Fire Company is requesting authorization to use the Alpha, Centre Hall and Port Matilda Fire Police to assist with traffic control at the Fire Company Parade and the People’s Choice Arts Festival. The Fire Company would also like to have approval to use members of the Centre County Fire Police Association as needed for additional assistance at these events.  
Supervisor Graham moved to approve the use of the members of the Alpha, Centre Hall and Port Matilda Fire Police for traffic control at the Fire Company Parade and the People’s Choice Arts Festival, and the use of any certified member of the Centre County Fire Police Association as needed for additional assistance. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

I. MEMORIAL DAY STREET CLOSINGS:
Ms. Farkas said as is done every year, the Boalsburg Fire Company and Memorial Day Committee request the closure of Township streets to accommodate the events of the weekend.  The closures requested are as follows:



Closed to Traffic – Monday, Memorial Day (May 31th)

0730-1700:
Main Street


Boal Avenue to Tennis Alley




S. Church Street

Chambers Alley to the Diamond




N. Church Street

Boal Avenue to the Diamond




S. Academy Street

Chambers Alley to Main Street




N. Academy Street

Main Street to Pine Street




Loop Road


Chambers Alley to Main Street




Rockey Alley


Full length




East Pine Street

Boal Avenue to N. Church Street




West Pine Street

N. Church Street to Tennis Alley




Old Boalsburg Road

N. Church Street to Boal Estate

1730-1800
S. Church Street

Chambers Alley to the Diamond

1745-1800
N. Church Street

The Diamond to Boal Avenue

1800-1900
N. Church Street

Pine Street to Boal Avenue




Old Boalsburg Road

North Church Street to Boal Estate

0830-0930
Chambers Alley (west)
Church Street to West Main Street

(Fun Run)
West Main Street

Full length




Bailey Lane


Full length




West Pine Street

Full length




Wagner Street


Full length

0800-2330
East Pine Street

Church Street to Academy Street

(Carnival)



Closed to Traffic – Thursday, Friday, and Saturday (27st, 28nd, 29rd)

1700-2330:
East Pine Street

Church Street to Academy Street



Closed to Traffic – Saturday (29rd)

1600-1930:
East Main Street

Boal Avenue to the Diamond

(Parade)
West Main Street

The Diamond to Shingletown Road (Rt. 45)




East Pine Street

Boal Avenue to Church Street




West Pine Street

Church Street to Wagner Street




Wagner Street


Full length




North Church Street

Boal Avenue to Chambers Alley




Academy Street

East Pine Street to Chambers Alley



No Parking – Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Monday (27st, 28nd, 29rd, 31th)



East Pine Street, North Side


Church Street to Boal Avenue



Old Boalsburg Road



Church Street to Boal Estate



(North side, across from homes;


 
 both sides west of homes)

“Temporary – No Parking” signs will be placed at these locations and remain in place during 
the period.  Enforcement by SCPD will occur only during hours of operation of the carnival.


No Parking – Monday (31th)

0600-1700:
Chambers Alley (both sides)
Loop Road to Tennis Street




Main Street (both sides)
Boal Avenue to Tennis Alley




Loop Road (both sides)
Boal Avenue to Chambers Alley 

She said PennDOT will also be asked to cover the “no parking” signs along Route 45 to accommodate those who may want to park there.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the street closings and temporary no parking zones, as described, and request PennDOT to cover the “no parking” signs on Route 45 East during the events of Memorial Day. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
Managers Report:

Ms. Farkas said 2010 Census forms will be arriving soon. She emphasized the importance of Township residents completing and returning the forms. The census determines the Township’s Centre Region Council of Governments share and is imperative to identifying our area's needs.

Ms. Farkas said that the ClearWater Conservancy has invited the community to join them in the 17th Annual Watershed Cleanup Day being held April 17th from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  
Ms. Farkas briefed the Board on the latest Kaywood North turning lane developments. PennDOT has identified the need for two turning lanes on Route 45 – one at the intersection with Rockey Lane and one at the intersection with Indian Hill Road. Unfortunately, the developer cannot be required to provide these improvements, as they are considered off site. The new development will tie into existing Township streets, not Rout 45. This means that PennDOT can require the Township to provide the improvement. 

She said that Staff approached the developer to see if they might be amenable to providing money in an escrow account to complete the turning lane at Rockey Lane. In exchange for this concession, the Township would consider waiving the parkland requirement, meaning the $90,000 fee in lieu funds would be paid into escrow account.

Supervisor Graham expressed his disagreement with the conclusion that the Township should provide the improvement. He suggested that denial of the plan is justified due to the development’s impact on the health, safety and welfare of the community. Ms. Farkas said the Township Solicitor has indicated that the plan cannot be denied on the basis of providing the turning lanes.

Ms. Farkas said that the Planning Commission will discuss the issue at their next meeting and prepare a recommendation for Board. The issue will also be discussed by the Township’s Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee.

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS: 

Supervisor Hameister move to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2010-02
totaling $80,686.53. Supervisor Graham
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Executive Committee: Chairman Wilson reported that at the Executive Committee’s last meeting, the agenda for the General Forum meeting was decided.   
Human Resources Committee: Chairman Wilson said that the Human Resources Committee did not meet. 
Finance Committee: Supervisor Graham said that the next meeting is scheduled for March 9th. Items on the agenda are the Schlow Library capital budget, Parks Capital funding, and the final fund balance for 2009
Public Service and Environmental Committee: Supervisor Hameister said that the Public Service and Environmental Committee did not meet.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission: Supervisor Hameister reported that the Spring Creek Watershed Commission heard a presentation by the Brandywine Conversancy.

Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse said that the next meeting is scheduled for March 17th. 
Public Safety Committee: There was no report.
Parks Capital Committee: There was no report.  
Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan: There was no report.  

Boalsburg Heritage Museum:  Supervisor Graham reported that the museum would reopen April 6, 2010. 
ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further items to discuss, Supervisor Hameister moved to adjourn the meeting. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. Chairman Wilson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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