HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Reorganizational Meeting Minutes

January 4, 2010

Board Members in Attendance:
Nigel Wilson

 




Cliff Warner

Charles Graham 

Dennis Hameister

Paul M. Rittenhouse, Sr.

Staff in Attendance:

Amy Farkas, Township Manager

Todd Shea, Zoning/Ord. Enforcement Officer






D.J. Liggett, CRPA Senior Planner






Courtney Pelchar, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

Paul M. Rittenhouse, Sr., resident
Thomas Jordan, District Judge 
Charles J. Keener, resident

Bruce Kirkpatrick, Hawbaker Engineering 

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Graham, Board Chairman, called the January 4, 2010 Reorganization Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 4:30 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
The honorable Thomas Jordan, District Justice, presented the Oath of Office to newly elected member of the Board Paul J. Rittenhouse, Sr. and to re-elected member of the Board Dennis Hameister. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Supervisor Warner moved to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2009 public hearings and the December 14, 2009 regular meeting.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
CITIZEN COMMENTS:

There were none. 
 TOWNSHIP BUSINESS: 
A. ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD:
Supervisor Hameister moved to nominate Supervisor Wilson as Chairman and Supervisor Warner as Vice Chairman.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

B. RITTENHOUSE REAL ESTATE VENTURES PRIVATE ROAD LOT ACCESS FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN:
Supervisor Rittenhouse excused himself from discussion on this item. 

Mr. Shea said that today Staff received a revised plan that addressed all outstanding comments. He recommended the final plan be approved by the Board of Supervisors. 

Vice Chairman Warner moved to approve the Rittenhouse Real Estate Ventures Private Road Lot Access Final Land Development Plan. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously, with Supervisor Rittenhouse abstaining. 
C. DISCUSSION OF SEWAGE MANAGEMENT FEES: 
Ms. Farkas said that the Township was recently notified that it will only be receiving 42.5 percent of its normal reimbursement from the state for sewage management fees. The Township is normally reimbursed 50 percent of its costs. The other 50 percent is borne by the user (be it the developer or the resident). 

Ms. Farkas was informed, through discussions with the Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO), the other municipalities in the county have decided to require the user to pay 100 percent of the fees. The Township finds itself in a position where it must decide to either charge 100 percent of the fees to the user, charge a higher percentage to the user, or remain at the 50/50 split. 
Mr. Rittenhouse asked if the state is able to reimburse the Township this fee at some point would the funds go into the general fund? Ms. Farkas said that the funds could go to the general fund or the Township could reimburse the users that paid 100 percent. 

Chairman Wilson asked if the Township collected 100 percent of the fee would it still be possible to be reimbursed by the state. Ms. Farkas said that the Township could certainly apply to the state for reimbursement and reimburse users according to what it receives. 
Supervisor Hameister moved to approve passing 100 percent of the sewage management fee onto the user with the caveat that any reimbursement from the state would go the user. Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

D. ANNUAL APPOINTMENT TO POSITIONS STIPULATED BY CODE OR ORDINANCE:
Township Secretary-Treasurer

Ms. Farkas said one of the functions of serving as Township Manager is the responsibility of serving as Secretary-Treasurer.  This is an annual appointment required by the Second Class Township Code. The Treasure’s bond has been set at $1,000,000.00. This is based on the maximum amount of transferable or liquid assets available at any one time during the year. 
Vice Chairman Warner moved to appoint Amy Farkas to serve as Secretary-Treasurer of Harris Township for 2010, setting the Treasurer’s bond at $1,000,000.00.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Assistant Secretary-Treasurer

Ms. Farkas said Proposed Resolution 10-01 appoints an Assistant Secretary-Treasurer.  A resolution is required by the Second Class Township Code.  

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Charles Graham as the Assistant Secretary-Treasurer and adopt proposed Resolution No. 10-01.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.   
E. PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS:
Township Engineer
Ms. Farkas said Harris Township has entered into an agreement for engineering services with College Township.  Although the Township does not have a contract with College Township, it is necessary to formalize the appointment on an annual basis.  

She said the Township appoints an alternate engineer to complete projects on an as-needed basis. Staff recommends the board reappoint Stahl Sheaffer Engineering, LLC, the alternate engineer for 2007, 2008, and 2009, to the position for 2010.

Ms. Farkas said that Staff also recommends the reappointment McCormick Taylor as the Township Traffic Engineer. 

Supervisor Graham moved to appoint College Township Assistant Engineer, Mr. Don Franson P.E., to serve as primary Township Engineer for Harris Township in 2010.  He also moved to appoint Stahl Sheaffer Engineering, LLC to serve as alternate municipal Engineer in 2010.  He moved to appoint McCormick Taylor to serve as Traffic Engineer in 2010.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO)

Ms. Farkas said Chuck Herr has expressed interest in continuing to serve Harris Township in 2010. In 2009 the Board appointed Pam Winter from his office as first alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer and Stan Wallace from Bellefonte as second alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer.  

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Mr. Charles Herr, Ms. Pam Winter and Mr. Stan Wallace to serve as Harris Township Sewage Enforcement Officers for 2010.  Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Township Solicitor

Ms. Farkas said the Township has utilized the services of two law firms in 2009 – Patrick Fanelli from the law firm of Andrews and Beard served as the Township’s primary Solicitor, with Ron McGlaughlin from Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt and McCormick serving as alternate Solicitor. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to appoint the law lirm of Andrews and Beard and Patrick Fanelli to serve as Harris Township Solicitor for 2010 and to appoint Ronald McGlaughlin and the law firm of Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt and McCormick to serve as alternate Solicitors for 2010.  Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor and Alternate

Ms. Farkas said Dick Campbell of Miller, Kistler, Campbell, et al, has been appointed to serve in recent years as the Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor.  She said Attorney Scott Etter of Miller, Kistler, Campbell, has substituted for Mr. Campbell on a regular basis.  She said staff would like to appoint Ron McGlaughlin of Stover, Weyandt and McCormick as the alternate Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board.  

Vice Chairman Warner moved to appoint Mr. Richard Campbell and Mr. Scott Etter of the firm Miller, Kistler, Campbell et al to serve as Harris Township Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor for 2010.  He moved to appoint Mr. Ron McGlaughlin of the law firm of Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt and McCormick to serve as alternate Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor for 2010.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Act 511 Tax Collector 
Supervisor Graham moved to appoint the Harris Township Tax Administration Office as the Act 511 Tax Collector for 2010.  Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

F. ANNUAL COG AND RELATED COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:

The Board agreed on the following appointments for the new committees:

Executive Committee: Chairman Wilson 

Finance Committee: Supervisor Graham 

Human Resources Committee: Chairman Wilson 

Public Services and Environmental Committee: Supervisor Hameister

Public Safety Committee: Vice Chairman Warner

Transportation and Land Use Committee: Supervisor Rittenhouse

Parks Capital Committee: Vice Chairman Warner

The Board agreed on the following appointments for the current committees:

Spring Creek Watershed Commission: Supervisor Hameister

Boalsburg Heritage Museum of Harris Township Board: Supervisor Graham

Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan: Vice Chairman Warner 

Ad Hoc Open Space Committee: Supervisor Hameister

Centre Area Cable Consortium: Supervisor Graham. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved appointment of committee members as stated above for 2010 and directed staff to notify the COG Executive Director that the substitution/voting policy shall remain unchanged for 2010.  Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

G. OTHER MUNICIPAL APPOINTMENTS AND RE-APPOINTMENTS:

Vacancy Board

Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Mrs. Josephine Chesworth to serve as Vacancy Board Chairman for 2010, with a term ending December 31, 2010.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Harris Township Planning Commission

Chairman Wilson announced that Charles J. Keener is up for reappointment to the Planning Commission and has expressed a willingness to continue serving. Fred DiMuccio has also expressed an interest in serving.

Supervisor Graham said that he understood Mr. Keener to be stepping down from the opportunity to be reappointed. He offered his support to Mr. DiMuccio. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that he would like to see a nomination to appoint Mr. DiMuccio. He said that Mr. DiMuccio ran for Supervisor in the last election and his campaign was met with approval by many community members.  

Ms. Farkas said that Mr. Keener did at first indicate that he was not interested in reappointment. Based on general lack of volunteerism for these positions she informed Mr. DiMuccio’s of the opening. In the interim Mr. Keener re-established his interest in the position. 

Mr. Keener said that his initial statement to Ms. Farkas on reappointment was made too quickly. He was concerned that his responsibilities in 2010 to other clubs and organizations were too great. After assessing his time commitments and his past involvement with the Planning Commission, he decided that he would like to be reappointed. 

Vice Chairman Warner stated that he didn’t see running for the Board of Supervisors and appointment to the Planning Commission as being related. He also said that through their relationship Mr. Keener was first introduced to the position and he has done a fine job.

Vice Chairman Warner moved to reappoint Charles Keener to the Harris Township Planning Commission for a term ending December 31, 2013.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was

approved 3-2, with Supervisors Wilson, Warner and Hameister in favor and Supervisors Graham and Rittenhouse voting against it.  
Centre Regional Planning Commission

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Ron Buckalew to serve as Harris Township representative to the Centre Regional Planning Commission for calendar year 2010.  Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Zoning Hearing Board 

Ms. Farkas said that Tom Miller has indicated a willingness to continue serving on the Zoning Hearing Board. The Board meets only when necessary. 

Vice Chairman Warner moved to appoint Tom Miller to serve on the Harris Township Zoning Hearing Board for a term ending December 31, 2012.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Harris Township Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee
Ms. Farkas said that Bob Potter and Bruce Lord have indicated their willingness to continue serving on the Committee. After years on the Committee, Deb Ellis has stepped down, meaning there is a vacancy to fill. The Township received applications from Anne Riley and Eve Rhodes. 

Supervisor Hameister asked Ms. Farkas if she had knowledge to the character of the applicants and a recommendation for the Board. Ms. Farkas said that she has not worked with either applicant personally. She knew Anne Riley to be involved in the Boalsburg Village Conservancy and Memorial Day celebrations. She noted that Eve Rhodes is a friend of a current member of the committee and a teacher in the Bellefonte Area School District.

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Bruce Lord, Bob Potter and Eve Rhodes to the Harris Township Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee for terms ending December 31, 2012.  Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion is approved 4-1, with Supervisors Hameister, Graham, Rittenhouse and Warner voting in favor of it and Chairman Wilson voting against it.    

Centre Region Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Paul Weener to serve as Harris Township representative to the Centre Region Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee for a two year term ending on December 31, 2011. Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

State College Borough Water Authority

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to appoint Gert Aron to serve as Harris Township’s liaison to the State College Borough Water Authority for a one year term, ending December 31, 2010.  Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Shade Tree Commission

Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Katie Ombalski to the Harris Township Shade Tree Commission for a term ending December 31, 2014.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
C-Net Representative

Vice Chairman Warner moved to appoint Lewis Jillings to serve as Harris Township’s C-Net Representative for a one year term, ending December 31, 2010.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
Schlow Centre Region Library Board

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Dotty Delafield to serve on the Schlow Centre Region Library Board for a term ending December 31, 2012.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously
H. MEETING SCHEDULE:

Ms. Farkas said the proposed 2010 meeting schedules adhere to the current format (primary meetings on 2nd Monday at 7:30 PM; secondary meetings on the 4th Wednesday at 4:00 PM).  

Regular Meetings




Work Sessions (as needed)

January 4 






January 27
February 8






February 24
March 8






March 24
April 12






April 28
May 10






May 26
June 14






June 23
July 12






July 28
August 9






August 25
September 13





September 22
October 11 






October 27
November 8






November 24
December 13 





December 22
Vice Chairman Warner moved to approve the meeting schedule as proposed.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
I. APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATE TO STATE COVENTION:
Ms. Farkas said the annual PSATS Convention is scheduled for April 18th-21st at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center. Among the Board members who attend, one Board member should accept the responsibility of serving as the delegate to the Convention.  
Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Dennis Hameister as Harris Township’s delegate for 2010.  Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

J. RESOLUTION 10-02 FEE SCHEDULE:
Ms. Farkas said the Board adopts a Fee Schedule each year that lists the amounts charged for various Township and other agency services. 

Supervisor Hameister inquired if there were any changes in the schedule from last year. Ms. Farkas noted that two Zoning Hearing Board fees were raised to $250 to make them consistent with the other Zoning Hearing Board fees charged. She also said that an “unwrapped coin fee” was added to discourage people form paying large tax bills completely in coins. The Board discussed the wording on the resolution and suggested some changes to make the intent more clear. 
Supervisor Rittenhouse asked if the mileage fee for the sewage enforcement officer’s travel is charged from his home or office. Ms. Farkas said that she believes the mileage charge would begin at the sewage enforcement officer’s office, which is in Spring Mills. The IRS allowable rate is $.50 per mile. 
Vice Chairman Warner moved to adopt Resolution 10-02, setting the Fee Schedule for Harris Township as amended.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
Managers Report:

Ms. Farkas reported that a meeting was scheduled to take place January 5th between the Township Solicitor, representatives from the Shade Tree Commission, representatives from Allegheny Power and KBBH to discuss the tree removal issue along Boal Avenue. Allegheny Power is proposing the removal of 16 trees to accommodate new power service to the KBBH/BIG development. 
Supervisor Hameister inquired about the status of the Mackey Run project. 
Ms. Farkas said that PennDOT and Stahl Sheaffer held a public meeting recently to receive feedback on the propose traffic calming measures and the aesthetics of the new bridge. 

Supervisor Hameister noted several concerns with the proposed turning late on Route 45 at the Rockey Ridge development. He felt that the turning lane should be extended the entire way to Linden Hall Road. He also inquired about a proposed turning lane at Indian Hill Road and one at Rockey Lane. 

Ms. Liggett said the developers of Rockey Ridge and Kaywood North are only responsible for the turning lane into their respective developments and at Rockey Land and Indian Hill Road. She said the Township has expressed a desire to see a turning lane extended to Linden Hall Road as part of its submission of projects to the Long Range Transportation Plan.
Chairman Wilson expressed concern about the timing issues at the traffics signal at Church Street and Boalsburg Pike. He was concerning that the light takes too long on the side streets and causes unnecessary delays. Ms. Farkas said she would consult with the traffic engineer to see who is responsible for the settings. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS: 

Supervisor Hameister move to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2009-12

totaling $56,105.98 and 2009 Semi-Annual Payroll & Township Share Taxes totaling $245,797.60. Vice Chairman Warner

seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Executive Committee: No report.
Human Resources Committee: No report.
Finance Committee: No report.
Public Service and Environmental Committee: No report.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission: No report.
Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: No report.
Public Safety Committee: No report.
Parks Capital Committee: Ms. Farkas reported that Hess Field was the topic of discussion at the last Parks Capital Committee meeting. The Committee is asking the COG Solicitor to meet with the attorney for the family to discuss extending the agreement of sale. They would like to negotiate an option on the property so that the sale doesn’t have to take place until August. The COG Solicitor feels that the safety upgrades need to be done at the field before the COG takes over. The next meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2010.  
Boalsburg Heritage Museum: Supervisor Graham said the museum is closed for the winter. 
Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan: No report.
Ad Hoc Open Space Committee: The next meeting is scheduled for January 11, 2010. The Committee will continue its discussions on a survey that is being developed by a conservation psychology class at Penn State.
ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further items to discuss, Vice Chairman Warner moved to adjourn the meeting. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. Chairman Wilson declared the meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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