HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minutes of January 27, 2010
 

A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on January 27, 2010 at 4:00 PM in the Township meeting room by Vice Chairman Clifford Warner. In attendance were Supervisor Rittenhouse and Supervisor Graham. Chairman Wilson joined the meeting later.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas, Centre Region Planner D.J. Liggett, Planning Commission Chairman John Wainright, Planning Commission members Bob Igo, Paul Weener, and Charles Keener; Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Chairman Bruce Lord, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Members Bob Potter, Diane Farr, Eve Rhodes, Joe Hart, Susan Hammerstedt and Roy Harpster; and Shade Tree Commission Member Winand Hock. Penn State Graduate Student Jesse Cooke was also present.

Call To Order 


The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM.
 
Approval of Minutes

There were no minutes to approve.

Citizens Comments


There were no citizen comments.

Planning Commission


The Board reviewed the Planning Commission’s 2010 Work Plan and their progress on the 2009 Work Plan. 


Chairman John Wainright discussed the workforce housing policies and procedures manual. He noted that the Planning Commission has a draft that they are comfortable with and that they would like to discuss the manual at some length with the Board at a later date. He also noted that the latest version of the manual takes into consideration the comments received from the Board last summer.


The Board and the Planning Commission then discussed the bulk of the 2010 Work Plan. Chairman Wainright noted that work on the Riparian Stream Buffer Ordinance has been assigned to a subcommittee of residents and Staff. He said the Planning Commission hopes to have a draft ordinance ready for review in mid 2010. Supervisor Rittenhouse asked if the other Centre Region municipalities had approved a version of the ordinance. Ms. Liggett said that Halfmoon and Ferguson Townships have both passed the ordinance. Patton and College Townships are still working on their drafts.


Chairman Wainright noted that the “design for community” item had been renamed Neighborhood Design. He said this better reflected the intent, which is to draft design guidelines that enhance neighborhoods for each zoning district. He noted that the Planning Commission has been discussing community greens, complete streets and pocket parks. Mr. Igo said that neighborhood design is the proactive part of the Planning Commission’s work. Mr. Weener added that the Planning Commission is interested in enhancing the Township’s existing ordinances.


Supervisor Rittenhouse asked if each zoning district would be looked at separately. Both Chairman Wainright and Mr. Igo said that what works in one zoning district, may not be appropriate for another. They said the Planning Commission intends to look at the distinct features in each zoning district, rather than taking a one size fits all approach.


The Board discussed the bulk of the work plan with the Planning Commission. They asked that the Planning Commission focus on the following items during the first six months of 2010: workforce/income diverse housing, riparian stream buffer ordinance and neighborhood design.

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee


Chairman Bruce Lord presented the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee’s 2010 Work Plan to the Board. 


Chairman Lord noted that the Committee intends to focus on updating the Township’s parkland fee in lieu ordinance. He said the Committee is concerned that the fee in lieu ordinance as currently written does not accurate reflect the value of the land. The Committee would like to change how the fee in lieu is calculated. Chairman Lord said they also intend to include a section in the ordinance that contains a park service area and dictates how fee in lieu monies can be spent. 


Supervisor Rittenhouse asked if there was any way to measure park usage. Chairman Lord noted that except for the parks with scheduled programs (Blue Spring, Fasick and Nittany View), its hard to measure usage. He said that in general, people look at the amenities in a park, not at what municipality the park is in.


Chairman Wilson asked if the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee could discuss some possible uses for the Boalsburg Elementary School. Chairman Lord said the Committee is very interested in preserving the open space on the property once the school is closed.


The Board and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee then discussed the proposed acquisition of Hess Field. Chairman Lord said the Committee felt Hess Field should be acquired by the Centre Region Council of Governments, as its main benefit extends beyond the Township. Supervisor Graham agreed and said he didn’t think the field should be the responsibility of the Township to maintain.


Supervisor Graham noted that some members of the COG feel that Harris Township should contribute funds toward the purchase. Supervisor Hameister had indicated in an email that he was in favor of contributing $20,000 to $40,000 toward the purchase of the property.


Chairman Lord questioned where the money would come from if the Township were to contribute toward the purchase. He expressed concern over using the Elksview fee in lieu funds, as this is the only money the Committee has to spend on its projects.


Supervisor Rittenhouse said he was in favor of contributing 10 percent of the purchase price ($20,000) to keep the process moving forward. Supervisor Graham noted that a precedent had been set with the other two regional parks, as both College and Ferguson Townships had contributed to the purchase of those parks. 


It was moved by Vice Chairman Warner and seconded by Supervisor Rittenhouse to contribute $20,000 to the purchase of Hess Field from the Elksview fee in lieu funds with the condition that the money will be paid back to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee over two years. The motion was approved unanimously.  

Shade Tree Commission


Shade Tree Commission member Winand Hock presented the Shade Tree Commission’s 2010 Work Plan. He noted that the Shade Tree Commission intends to examine the long term sustainability of the Township’s tree program and to suggest changes to the Shade Tree ordinance.


Mr. Hock introduced Penn State Graduate Student Jesse Cooke. Ms. Cooke is working on a planting plan for the South Atherton Street/Warner Boulevard corridor. She presented the proposed locations and types of trees for the area. Mr. Hock noted that the Township is working cooperatively with State College Borough and College Township to submit a Treevitalize grant for this planting project.


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:05 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

 
Amy Farkas

Township Manager
