HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting Minutes

December 13, 2010

Board Members in Attendance:
Nigel Wilson

Clifford Warner






Charles Graham






Dennis Hameister






Paul Rittenhouse 

Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager






Courtney Pelchar, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

Abbie Jensen, Centre County Builders Association 






Dan Wise, Centre County Builders Association






Ronald Woodhead, Centre Region Parks and Recreation
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Wilson called the December 13, 2010 Regular Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:32 PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Vice Chairman Warner moved to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2010 regular meeting.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Abbie Jensen, Centre County Builders Association, said that the Builders Association would like to suggest adding a line to the Centre Region Building Code permit application requiring the Home Improvement Contractor’s registration number. Because of the changes to state law and EPA regulation, the Builder’s Association would also recommend that the contractor also be required to provide their lead paint training certification number for work on pre-1978 housing. 

Ms. Jensen said  that registration and certification requirements are not being enforced. This has caused many of the registered contractors to complain that their costs are higher than the contractors that do not bother to follow the law. She said that adding the line on the building permit application will encourage contractors to register and protect the public from unscrupulous practices. 
Dan Wise, Centre County Builders Association, said that there should be a section on the permit application in which a homeowner can indicate that they’re doing the improvements themselves and can opt-out of EPA lead paint certification. 

Supervisor Hameister asked if these suggestions have been brought to the attention of the Public Safety Committee at the Centre Region COG. Ms. Jensen said that the request had not been made yet, as the Committee's December meeting was cancelled. 
Ms. Farkas said that the Builders Association should contact Centre Region Code Director Walt Schneider, and ask to be put on the Public Safety Committee’s January meeting agenda. The Public Safety Committee can then determine the best course of action for the request. 
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. CODE ADMINISTRATION STUDY:

Ms. Farkas said at its November meeting, the General Forum referred the Code Administration Study on improving the agency’s operations to the municipalities for review and comment. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that he didn’t feel the Board has had adequate time to review the study before making official comments. He also felt that many of the items in the study overlapped with the Centre Region Economic Development Study being conducted. He said he would like more  information on the size of 2009 year end fund balance. Chairman Wilson said that funds are accumulated to pay Code Office staff in the lean winter and spring seasons. Vice Chairman Warner said that in the past the Code Office would have to borrow to sustain themselves through the lean times but are now building up a fund balance. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked for more information concerning the capitol improvement budget draft. Ms. Farkas said that the new finance director is working on a capitol improvement budget for the COG. She said more details would be released after it was finished in 2011. 

Vice Chairman Warner reiterated that the 38 recommendations in the study are simply suggestions that the Code Office can implement if they believe them to be beneficial. 

Supervisor Hameister discussed the section on the sewage management program. Ms. Farkas said that in a previous draft of the study it was recommend that the Code Office no longer be involved in sewage management and that the responsibility be turned over to someone else. She said the code office is currently involved because the Township is required to have a sewage management plan under Act 537. 

Supervisor Hameister said that the issue must be looked at very closely. He asked that Ms. Farkas relay to the COG that the Board would like to know the criteria of waivers or exemptions being granted. 
Supervisor Graham asked when the study will be released the public. Ms. Farkas said that she would inquire about the release date for the Board.

Mr. Wise said that the Builder’s Association’s primary concern with the study was the lack of notice for public meetings on the study and the resulting lack of public participation.

The Board asked that the study be included on their January agenda for further discussion. 

B. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 291: ADDING THE STREETS INSIDE SPRINGFIELD 
COMMONS TO THE TOWNSHIP'S PARKING LIMITATIONS ORDINANCE:

Ms. Farkas said that Proposed Ordinance 291 amends the Township’s parking restrictions to include the streets within Springfield Commons. Though the signs are already posted the amendment is necessary so the State College Police can properly enforce the parking restrictions on these streets. Ms. Farkas said that adopting the parking regulations will not create a hardship for the residents of Springfield Commons as off-street parking is provided for each lot. 
Vice Chairman Warner moved to direct Staff to advertise the ordinance for public hearing and adoption at the January meeting. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

C. ROUTE 45 WEST TRAFFIC REQUESTS:

Ms. Farkas said that a resident submitted a request to have an“engine brake retarders prohibited” sign places on Route 45 West near where it meets West Main Street. A resident of State College submitted a request to have the passing zone on Route 45 at West Branch Road, near the Wasson Farm eliminated. Both requests would have to be forwarded to PennDOT for further study.

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that the Township should also request that PennDOT reduce the speed along Route 45 near Shingletown Road and West Branch Road. Ms. Farkas said in light of the Hess Field complex development that the Township should ask that PennDOT to conduct a speed limit and passing zone study in that area. The Board  asked that a speed and passing zone study be conducted from the intersection of Route 45 West and South Atherton Street to the  Township line.
Supervisor Hameister moved to direct Staff to write a letter to PennDOT requesting “engine brake retarders prohibited” signs be placed on Route 45 West near the intersection withWest Main Street, and that speed and passing zone studies be performed on the entire stretch of Route 45 West from the intersection with South Atherton Street to the Township line. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

D. RESOLUTION 10-19: DESIGNATING THE JOHN HESS SOFTBALL FIELD COMPLEX AS PART OF THE HARRIS TOWNSHIP PARKS SYSTEM:

Ms. Farkas said at its October meeting, the Board considered a request from the Centre Region COG to designate the recently acquired John Hess Softball Field Complex as a part of our parks system. The designation would mean that the Township’s parks ordinance would apply at the property. 
Ron Woodhead, Centre Region Parks and Recreation Agency Director, was present to discuss the Board's concerns. He started by explaining that the regional parks were a different situation from the pools, as the pools are owned by the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority. The regional parks are owned by the Centre Region COG. He explained that the Authority had the legal ability to set rules and regulations for the pools. The COG does not have the ability to pass ordinances, meaning they must have each regional park designated as a part of the host municipality's parks system, so the host municipality's parks ordinance would apply.

Supervisor Graham said that his confusion was with the concept of applying the Harris Township parks ordinance to a park owned by the Centre Region. Mr. Woodhead said the COG needs permission to operate the fields and to enforce the Harris Township rules. The park ordinances are the same for all COG member municipalities so that visitors know the rules when visiting any of the Centre Region parks. It may cause confusion or problems with enforceability if the Board were to create an ordinance specifically for Hess Field. 
Supervisor Hameister asked in reference to the ordinance governing the Township parks, if the Board were to make changes would it affect all of the parks. Mr. Woodhead said that at this time any changes would affect all of the parks, but the Board could design an ordinance for a specific park or an ordinance could be created that would allow exceptions to be granted by resolution.

Supervisor Graham said that the provision for lighting the fields after dark concerned him.  Mr. Woodhead said that he has the power under the current parks ordinance to issue permits and establish times of operation. 

Supervisor Graham asked if commercial practices other than the concession stand could take place on the park property. Mr. Woodhead said that a permit issued by the director is required to operate any commercial practice within the parks. Supervisor Rittenhouse said that he was concerned with oversight and regulation as the potential for commercialism increases beyond the traditional concession stands. 

Mr. Woodhead asked that the Board pass the resolution to provide the COG with the ability to enforce some rules. 

Vice Chairman Warner moved to approve Resolution 10-19, designating the John Hess Softball Field Complex as part of the Harris Township Parks System.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

E. RESOLUTION 10-22: ADOPTING THE 2011 HARRIS TOWNSHIP BUDGET:

Ms. Farkas said the Board tentatively adopted the 2011 Harris Township Budget on November 8th.  A public hearing was held earlier in the evening. The budget proposes a .2 mills tax increase. 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve Resolution 10-22, adopting Harris Township’s 2011 Budget.  Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

F. RESOLUTION 10-23: APPROPRIATING SUMS FOR COG PROGRAMS:

Ms. Farkas said at the November 22, 2010 General Forum meeting the 2011 COG budget was approved and the document was referred to the participating municipalities for adoption.  She said the resolution contains a list of the Township’s 2011 contributions to various COG programs.  

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve Resolution 10-23, appropriating sums for COG programs.  Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

G. RESOLUTION 10-24:: ESTABLISHING PROPERTY TAX RATES FOR 2011:

Ms. Farkas said the Second Class Township Code requires that municipalities adopt the tax rates for all property taxes levied via resolution.  The Township’s real estate millage will increase from .2 mills to 3.5 mills for 2011. The assessments for the street light and fire hydrant funds will not change. 

Vice Chairman Warner moved to approve Resolution 10-24, establishing the property tax rates for 2011.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

H. RESOLUTION 10-25: DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES FOR HARRIS TOWNSHIP:

Ms. Farkas said the Township is required by the Second Class Township Code to designate certain depositories that Township funds can be held in.  She noted that there are no changes to the list for 2011.   

Supervisor Graham moved to approve Resolution 10-25, designating the depositories for Harris Township. Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

I. RESOLUTION 10-26: SETTING TOWNSHIP MANAGERS SALARY FOR 2011:

Chairman Wilson said that the 2011 salary for the Township Manager reflects a cost of living increase to $67,163.

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to adopt Resolution 10-26, setting the Township Manager’s salary for fiscal year 2011.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

MANAGERS REPORT:

Ms. Farkas asked if the Board would agree to move the time of its January 3, 2011 reorganizational meeting from 7:30 PM to 4:30 PM to accommodate C-NET’s taping schedule. The Board agreed to the time change and asked Ms. Farkas to advertise the change.

Supervisor Hameister said that the quote noted in the Manager’s Report of $700 for SEDA-COG to perform an energy audit of the Township building is favorable. 

Supervisor Hameister moved to direct Staff to contract with SEDA-COG to perform an energy audit of the Township building for the amount quoted. Vice Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Chairman Wilson asked what the cost savings would be if the Board would elect to receive their agenda packets electronically. Ms. Farkas said that electronic agenda packets would expedite packet preparation by Staff and delivery time. The Township would benefit from eliminating the cost of using the colored paper. 

Supervisor Graham said that he was in favor of receiving his packet electronically as proposed by Staff. Chairman Wilson expressed concern about the cost to the Supervisors for ink and supplies. Ms. Farkas said that the point of an electronic pack is to review the items electronically and not to have to print each item on paper. The Board did not reach consensus on a change to an electronic packet.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2010-11, in the amount of $254,076.52.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: Chairman Wilson reported that the Executive Committee set the agenda for the November General Forum meeting. 
Human Resources Committee: There was no report.
Finance Committee: Supervisor Graham reported that the Capital Program and fund balance policy would be on the Finance Committee’s January agenda.
Public Service and Environmental Committee: Supervisor Hameister reported that the Public Service and Environmental Committee discussed the 3rd Greenhouse Gas resolution draft and its possible affects on the local municipalities. 
Spring Creek Watershed Commission: There was no report.
Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse reported that the Transportation and Land Use Committee held a joint meeting with the Centre Region Planning Commission on December 6th to review the latest draft of the Centre Region Economic Development Study.  
Public Safety Committee: Vice-Chairman Warner reported that the Public Safety Committee heard a presentation on the Code Administration Study. 

Parks Capital Committee: Vice-Chairman Warner reported that the Parks Capital Committee discussed the development of regional impact process for the Whitehall Road Regional Parklands and funding for the regional parks.
Boalsburg Heritage Museum:  Supervisor Graham reported that the museum is open to the public every day from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
ADJOURNMENT:

Vice Chairman Warner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  Chairman Wilson called the meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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